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“Therefore, it is imper- 
atlvc that industries in 

will form a defensive pos- 
ture but we must remem- 
ber that a fortress not 
only protects but also cuts 
off the occupants from 
the outside world,” he 
said. 

“In Malaysia we have a 
vision called Vision 2020, 
that is, we expect to be a 
developed country by 
2020. We will work hard 
to achieve our vision. 

I)UISI,IN: Industries 
should ask their govern- 
ment to remove market- 
access harriers to nro- 
mote free trade, says’I)a- 
tuk Seri I)r Mahathir Mo- 
hamad. 

IIc described this as the 
only way to contrihutc to- 
wards a more liberal 
world trading system. 

The Prime Minister 
said this in his keynote 
address to a group of top 
Irish businessmen at a 
seminar organ&d by the 
Confederation of Irish In- 
dustrics here on yestcr- 
day. 

Dr Mahathir. who is on 
a four-day official visit to 
Ireland, said market-ac- 
cess harriers, although fi- 
nally erected hy govern- 
ments. were not initiated 
by them. 

“They haye generally 
hccn insti!;lted at the rc- 
quest !>: the industries 
themselves for their own 
protection,” hc said. 

“But for small domestic 
markets. like Malavsia 
and Ireland, it would ‘oe 
fatal tn pursue this course 
of action as a retaliatory 
response by larger mar- 
kets would hc disastrous. 

“The world should be 
our market. To adopt an 
inwar&looking trading 
policy is only to shackle 
&r hands and limit our 
ability to create an ccono- 
mv that is vibrant and re- 
siiient. 

such countries be pre- 
pared and he confident 
enough to request their 
governments to dismantle 
barriers in favour of free 
trade. 

“It is the only way to 
contribute towards a 
mnre liberal world trad- 
ing system. 

“At the same time, it is 
eauallv imnortant for us 
to’ promote’ the principles 
of GATT apd do evcry- 
thing to ensure the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the 
Uruguay Round of Multi- 
lateral Trade Negotia- 
tions and reverse the 
trend towards protection- 
ism through trading 
blocs.” 

He said the European 
Community, of which Ire- 
land is a member, ac- 
counted for about two- 
fifths of global trade. 
Therefore European 
trade policies would have 
a large impact in the evo- 
lution or a liberal trading 
system. 

The non-European 
countries had expressed 
concern over the ramifi- 
cation of a Single Europe 
and its proposal to estab- 
lish the European Eco- 
nomic Area with the in- 
clusion of the seven EFTA 
member-countries. 

Dr Mahathir said al- 
most as a reaction to this 
development, the North 
America Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) was 

Dr Mahathir . . ‘the world 
should be our market’ 

established. He said a 
Fortress Europe would 
definitely result in a For- 
tress America. 

“For smaller countries 
like ours with high depen- 
dence on foreign trade, it 
is important that those 
within and outside these 
groupings ensure that 
these groups do not de- 
generate into inward- 
looking economies,” he 
said. 

Therefore, Ireland as 
an EC member, had an im- 
portant role in the EC dc- 
cision-making to ensure 
that the group’s domestic 
policies are positive, 
trade-enhancing and con- 
sistent with the GATT 
principles. 

With the democratic 
liberation of countries 
and ecocomies that had 
taken place in the past 10 
years, Dr Mahathir ex- 
pected a chain reaction of 
protectionism worldwide 
if the Uruguay Round 
should fail. 

“More groups and blocs 

“In trying to exact a 
price from the outside, 
those inside will have to 
pay a price too. Protec- 
tionism will therefore im- 
poverish everyone.” 

The Prime Minister 
said while promoting a 
freer trading environ- 
ment there was another 
side of life that needed 
equal attention. 

He described poverty, 
starvation and hunger as 
still very real in the mod- 
ern world. “Let us not be- 
come a world where in 
the same city people wine 
and dine in splendour, 
there is stark poverty.” 

“At least on behalf of 
all Malavsians. I can con- 
fidently’say that we have 
rejected this. We have 
opted for a developed so- 
ciety where we are also a 
caring and sharing people 
- a nation where there is 
no abject uncared-for 
noverty. We believe jus- 
iice should have an equi- 
table face,” he said. 

“But can we expect that 
in our New World Order? 
Can we truly dream of a 
New World Order where 
every human being has 
his place under the sun.” 
Is this too much to 
dream? Is this too much 
to ask? We do not think so. 

“But much depends on 
the world community and 
the attitudes of the pow- 
ers that be towards us. If 
at times we object strong- 
ly it is because we feel 
concerned over our own 
fate. 

“If that concern coin- 
.cides with that of others, 
it is not by design. It is 
because we belong to that 
category of nations which 
are the have-nots of this 
world.” 

Dr Mahathir said Ma- 
lavsia had managed to 
&itch from agriculture 
to industralisation and it 
is recognised as one of 
the leading exporters of a 
number of manufactured 
items. 

When Malaysia’s ecnno- 
my was undeveloped, it 
never had to face the 
problem of market access 
as its primary produce 
had only to contend with 
the vagaries of market 
forces. 

“We never thought that 
the industrial path we 
have chartered for our- 
selves will be faced with 
all sorts of hurdles,” he 
said. 

“Only after successful- 
ly transforming our econ- 
omy were we confronted 
with such problems.” 
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