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SEMANGAT 46 PLAYING UP MALAY SENTIMENTS, SAYS MAJlATJJIR 
bm 
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KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 4 9(J1crnanla 1 -- Datuk Seri DI: Mahathir Mohamad said it 
was clear that Parti. Semangxt46 was tryingTo turn the proposed 
constitntiomirl awcmlment to cntl the iminunity of the rulers into a yoli tical 
issue by playing up Malay sentiments. 

+At first they supported ,thc proposal -(to amend the constitution) but 
now they have second thoughts and WilIlt to turn it intO ii political issue, 
by usin.g Malay sentiments, + he told reporters iit the Sunyai Desi RMAF , 

Station before leaving for Alor Setar this evening to .opem the National 
level Tilawah Al-Qtlran in Kdngar ,tonight. 

The Prime Minister was asked to comment on the motion approved by 
Semanyat 46 specid asse &ly opposing the proposed .~~~nstitut;ioriii3: nmedme~it 
to end the immuni,ty. of the rulers.--more 
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He said Parti Semangat 46 also tried to be the -+chi&~~on of tl:ct Halays+ 
a.nd use the i 1. c* .atiuc to iittract attention to the party + which bns nothing 
else left.+ 

+They (Semangnt 46) have no stance whatsoever.‘. . . they will I~SI! whatever 
issue that can be used,+ he. added. 

On the gathering planned by Semangat 46 .to welcome home the Sdtan of 
Kqlantan and Ra ja Pcrempu;~n at the Sultan Ismail Peti-a Airport in Kota 

., 

BJiaru on Wctln_cr;day , Dr Mdlatb.ir said:+ That is their problem.. . if they 
want to hdvc it. they can do so. f 

+Thcy want t,o show that they are loyal La the 
to the rulers but it is uot necessary for’us to 
said. --more 
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The Prime ‘Minister was 

Lumpur 

happy with the move by’ 

1laVe -if’. CJi~‘tll~~iIl(J, + he 

. - 

-. 

r 

the Sultan of Johore to 
,call off the Fridi~y gathering at the Istana Besar in Johor I~dlr?ru, saying 
that it had helyed ~:educed the tension. 

+This is t.he Leg inning of good atmosphere in our efforts t o rc:;olve the 
constitutional amendment iss.ue, + he said. 

Asked about his meeting with several Umno lcililrxs Loday, J,,r Md~athir 
said the mcctinc~ wirs ,tcJ study the draft oi the proposed amen~lmerit . 

be 
lie said the final rlraf t had yet to be completed and hoped tk;it it would 

ready by Wednesday. 
‘The Prime Minister said the final drnf t would be discussed by the 

Cabinet on Wednesday. --more 

” r111c1:_s i We are nlso loyal 

t04/01/19-40MST 



b 
.- 

. 

, 

. . 

, 

. . 

. 

Y 

c 

U GE 04-01 00143 ED652 
, aae ,_. I * 

Maha thir - S46 4 Kuala Lumpur 

1~ ALOR SET?@, Dr Mahathir was asked for detail of lIZis me,2tiIig with ‘the ‘: 
Umno leaders. He said thp meeting only discu ssed about the draft which 

would be tabled in Dewan Rakyat WI Jan 18. 
- +The draft will have three section, to amend the provisicn lor the 

immunity of rulers, provision ou sedition (not, Sedition Act) and provision . ” 

orl power to pardon,+ he said al: the Sultan Abdul Halim Airport. 
Dr Mahathir said tlg content of the draft woul! be anaouIKed When the 

government was ready I.0 do so. 
Asked if there was any proposal in the draft for the Prime PJinister to 

chair the Pardon’s Board, he said:+ The‘ draf has yet to be approved by the 
Cabinet, so it is not official.+--more 
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. ,Asked to co/nmerlt 011 Sabafl Chief Minister ‘S suggestion <hat Umno be 
renamed Urritcd Malaysian National Organisation to reflect a Malaysian zacc, h 
The Prime Minister said;+ The UMNO members in 
it. ..,. why cant: he mind his own business.+ 

Sabah do not complain about 

He said the PBS (Parti Bersatu’ Sabah) too did not reflect Malaysiau 
unity but only Sabah. _ 

On Semangat 46 plans to hold gatherings ,throughout <he cp&ltr.f, I)r 
Mahathir said,+ if they car1 have, other partic 1s 

+It is hard to control a gathering, 
would also like to have.+ 

said, add& that was 
,there is bound to be tens;.o~r, + he ’ 

why the Barisan Nasional did not ‘plarA to have one. 
. Asked oh the purchase of a condominium unit worthi RH370,0d0 in Taman 
‘Seputih by MARA, he said the yoverruncrlt was studyirlg xhethcr it was in line 
*Lh the policies of MARA to do so. 

The Prime Minister, who arrive4 with’ his wife’ Datuk S,eri Datin Paduka 
*Dr Siti Hasrnah .Mohantad Ali; was met at the airport by Perlis Meuteri Besar 
Dr Abdul. Hamid .Pawanteh and Kedah and Perlis exco memtiers .-- Bernama 
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