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DR MAMATHIR WANTS OTHER ISLAMIC COUNTRIES TO EMULATE MALAYSIA ’ . 
bill 1 & 5 * 
ICANGAR, J<ln 4 P (Bernama 1 -- The Prime Minister wants Malaysia and its 

Muslim poyulatick to be the ‘model for other’ Islamic countries and Musli!ns’ 
t;hroughout the world by proving that Islam is a religion fqr success in 
this world and the hereafter. 

., 

Dr Mdlathir said that to achieve this objet-tive, Milslims in the country 
should cast aside narrow views and interpretations on religious 
obliyations, the cmtcnt:; of the Quran, the hadis arid sunnah. 

+Wh;lt caused U$ to be back~:ircl. iIXl(l looked dowrl is nut the QU~U arid the 
hiidis b!J t ilitcrpreta tions made by certain. pcoplc with self interest,+ he 
said whem, oye~ling the 35,Lh national-level Qur;111 reciters asst:mblp here 
to11.i gh t 6 

lie said that the dttitudc of Muslims in Malaysiil was not far difierent 
from the attitude of Muslims in other oountries because .there were still 
groups s txi ving t.0 spread anti-progressive teachings .i.II I;herc were efforts 
made !owards achievir~g progress. 

However, he was proud that Malaysia was still able ‘I:0 be a modr!l to 
third world countries aJ.though such group s were actively pursujnq their 
objectives. -- more 3 
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The Prime Minister said that this ‘could be see11 thr+ough tt!e visits of 
lkdders of othix countries to learn how Malaysia develop the country. 

On Malaysia’s efforts to become a developed counti-y by the year 2020, 
he said. thdC by having’ a visio,i aloric was iriadequa te ;Eo elisure success 
+witho’ut giving priori,ty to certcrin characteristics like detcrmin~~L_ioii ard 
h0nest.y arid other moral values _ 

FUr the pXll?iJOSe, Dr Mahathir said that Muslims in the country :A~ould 
..emula te the Prophet Muhilmnt~ld who was, honest and determinccl to ensure the 

success of his business and trade. . 

,Orily by possessing such characteristics could the &siims in the 
Eountry be able to part_icipate in the ‘development process anil be a 
progressive race and be on par with the other races aild comnwii ties. 

+As such, the image of Islam and MUS~~IJIS wotild be qestored. + -- more 
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He said that Muslims who were back,ward in worldly knowledge which were 
. stressed by Islam just iike the knowledge for the hereafter, may’ not bring 

. projress to Islam. ‘.. 

In line with the theme of the assembly, +ViYion for the” Advanxment of 
tfle UmlNah+, Ill? l@~athir said that Muslims in Malaysia should sti-ivc to 

.v adhere to the true teachings o f Islam which dmands .that Muslirx; pursue 
.: 

_. _’ progress in tlie world and happiness in the hereafter. 

: 
+Vision 2020 which will make Malaysians a progressive race i.5 ‘in .line 

with the teachings of Islam. 
+Whnt is demrrndwl is progres:; in knowledge, efficiency and capability ” 

tu manage wealth so that we can protect Islam from being despised as is 
being seen now, + he said. .I. , 

The Prime Minister expressed regret that Muslims in the country were ,‘, 

still weak from the aspect of acquiring knowledge especially in the ‘fields 
.of trade, manufacturing , science and technology although they were aware 
that these were essential for the development’of the country and to achieve 
the objectives of Vision 2020. -- more 
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As such, 11e stressed the im~~tance for, Mu’r;liros not> only to .be 
concumers but. also strive to be inventors and producers of vari.ous life’s 
essent.ials to avoid being exploited by suppliers. 

Dr Mahathir regretted that there were still many’Musli.nt who Bclievti 
that poor keople have stronger faith than the rich and any eif fix% to bring 
progress to Muslims in the world was regarded iis unimportnr,t and against 
the religion. 

+It: is not surprising then Uiat, we found in the world not a Mu:;lim 
community or Nuslim ndtion who is progressive in the economic aspects or 
efficient in the n~ariul;~c~:uring field or in markcI:irtg.-1 

If at all they were ruich, it was because of their ndtural‘ rc:;ources and 
they had to depend on ot,hers to exploit the resources and III~II~~~C them. 

+Morc of ten than II0 t, , the wealth is used in cordlicts~ arec~u(_~ - ce 

themselves, + he Si1.i.d. -- more .: 

t04/01/23.-46MST , w 

. CNS0777 
fi. GE 04-01 0011.2 1x444 
ililc! 

. , Mahathir-dssemb1.y 5 Kangar (Embargo) . 

\ On IAe Qurwiic scrrlin;lr, hc1.d in cclnjuncLion with the asserrlbly , the Prime 
: important to delve the con te’n ts of the Quran and . Minister said that it was 

to strengthen the conviction of the ummah through ,thr! trlle teachings in 
‘their (lily 1x1 ilay life. 

lie said that the efforl; was necessary to correct negal;ive 
:interpret:atibns Illi~il~. in the pilst;, 

He reminded Muslims l;ha< the Quran which wa s corrcet.l.y- inter1 reted 

, would not prevent progress of “the Muslims. 
7 As sllch, he hoped hh;rt all Muslims would make the duran and t.hu’sunnah 

. \ as their yuide in liie. -- inore 
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* Public Enterprises Minister IIatuk Dr Yusoff Noor, in his speech, said 

. 3 that Muslims shoi~ld be sensitive to changes in all fields in order to 
. progress in line with the wishes of Islam. 

, .Dr Yusoff, who is the chairman of the Qufani.c rediters assembly 
organising committee, said that Muslims shorlld not be afraid p-f .chanyes as 

,’ - B chaige wt~s a key to success. 
.: Perlis Merlteri Besar Dr Abdul Hamid Pawan’teh, in his speech, said that 

,T.’ t;he government and the people of Perlis were proud t1la.t Perlis had been ( 
chosen to be the host 01: the national-level Quranic reciters assembly. 

A tcrt,al of 27 cjclr.i. and qnri;h will take part in the five-day asserrhly, 
lielantan is represented by a qari. 

Last year’s chnml>ions, Ila j i Hohnmad Awang Teh (yaki) of Terengganu and 
taking part .in ;* (pariah) of Johor arc not 
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