Dr M: We’ve

lost faith

In certain

UN

QL(ALA LUMPUR, Mon. —
Malaysia has lost faith in
Western countries which
control the United Nations
and which claim to champi-
on human rights but have
done little to stop the kill-
ingsHand atrociti%s inklgos-
nia-Herzegovina, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad Shid
touay.

The Prime Minister said
these Western nations were
prepared to send fighter jets
to West Asia gurportedly to

rotect the Shi'ite Muslims
rom Iraq}11 attacks but had
done nothing when thou-
sands of Bosnian women
had been raped by the Serbs.

“It is obvious that when it
is dangerous to fight the
Serbs as they may Jose some
lives, these develdped coun-
tries are not prepared to up-
hold the principles of hu-
man rights which they
proclaim.

“Therefore, we have lost
faith in their talk about

champlo ng human
rights, heniald when asked

to commeng on the assassi-
nation of Bosnian Deputy
Prime Minister Hakija Tur-
ajlic by a Serb gunman last
Friday while under UN pro-
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tection.

*Responding to reporters’
questions after opening the
New Klang Valley Express-
way, Dr Mahathir said he
believed these Western
countries only dared to act
against countries which
were incapable of fighting
back.

“It is clear now that these
developed countries which
always harp on human
rights will only do some-
thing at a minimal cost, that
is, if they believe such act
would not destroy them.

“That is why they are pre-
pared to go to war with Iraq
and other nations.

“They also want to check
whether Nicaragua and
Panama practise human
rights,” he said.

Asked whether Malaysia
was prepared to send a mili-
tary force to Bosnia-Herze-
govina following the latest

evelopments there, he said
it would do so only if a UN
military force was sum-
moned.

He said Malaysia would
not send a military force on
its own without the UN or-
ganising it.

On the possibility of the
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warring factions in Bosnia-
Herzegovina withdrawing
from the Geneva peace
talks, Dr Mahathir said: “If I
were a Bosnian leader, 1
would withdraw.”

He added that there was
no point in attending the
peace talks if the Western
nations convening the meet-
ing were only prepared to
issue the Serbs with warn-
ings without taking any
concrete action.

Meanwhile, Foreign Min-
ister Datuk Abdullah Ah-
mad Badawi condemned the
assassination of Turajlic, ‘
describing it as an act of;
cowardice by Serbia. i

He said the action should
be condemned by the rest of
the world since it could be
construed as an attempt to
sabotage the peace negotia-
tion process.

There was a possibility of
the existence of an unscru-
pulous group out to wipe
out Bosnia-Herzegovina
comliletely, he said when
speaking to reporters after
the launch of a book “Pro-
fessional Diplomacy and
Foreign Affairs Manage-
ment — The Malaysian Ex-
perience” at Wisma Putra.
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