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Since all the East Asian countries were trading nations much dependent 
on a free trailing system, Dr Eiahathir said they would be able to preserve 
free trade and combat protectionism. 

+A forum c.onsisting of- the countries of East Asia will enable them to 
come together to discuss ‘these’common problems +nd to decide on their 
common stand. The EAEC*can be such d forum, + he added. 

The Prime Minister said that like the Asean countries, other countries 
belonging to the EAEC were bound to learn from each cjther the right 
approach to economic development; including through investments and access 
to each others’ mar!ict. 

+In the end, withaut ever closing their markets to trade with the rest 
of the world, the members of the EAEC are bound to prosper, Indeed, even 
nqw the process of learning from each other 1x1s yielded results. 

+How much mord successful will their devclopmcnt be if they sit around 
a table to di:~cuss ways and mean:; to help each o.ther and to promote 
intra-regional trade,+ he said. -- more 
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