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ATTENTION EDITORS : Plea;;e i glnorc earlier .i tern slugged ” 
Mahathir-Rulers” and replace it wi. th the following. 
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KUALA LUMPUR, 15 J;III~, (Bernama ) -- Thtl Prime ~liuister Datuk Seri Dr 
!l&athir Mohamad said today parliamentary democracy in Mslitiia will-be 
obstr~lcted i.f t:lie S;(alay Rulers rej cct the governmeht ' s rwvc to dmelld the 
Federal Constitution to remove their legal. immunity. 

This meant that t tic i;,coyle lidve ho fI,eedom to make decisions, he said. 
“This saddens us, ” lie told repi~rters after calling 011 to .bi.d farewell 

.t:o Japa.nesc Prime Miili:;ter Kiichi PiiyaZawa ;I t. the Kua1.a Lumpur Hi.l.ton. 
Asked 011 the SUlt&l’l Oi btC!ltllnt,dIl’S r~‘jE!C~~clil Of the pr’(I~JOSed 

constitutional amcn&ncnt:; <IS reposited today, Dr Mahathir said he had 
expected it. 

On the po ssibi Ii t:y 0.C t-wi; or three more X;ll.ay Rulers taking a similar 
decision, the Prime tiinister sai.d he would think that. t!ley would also 
re j cc I: tAtem. -- more 
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The Malay Rulers are scheduled to meet tomorrow to decide whether to 
accept or reject the government’s 
seeking among other things, 

move to amend the Federal Constitution, 
to remove the Rulers’ immunity from the law. 

Tomorrow’s meeting was originally schcdtlled as a special 159th meeting 
of the Conference of Rulers but ROW its status is vague. 

Dr Mahathir said he Was informed yesterday that Ihe Rulers would meet 
among themselvcr ,+ only tomorrow without the presence of the Prime Minister 
or Menteris Bcsar as Was normally the 'CilSe. 

“I doxl’t know whether the meeting can be’interpreted .as a Rulers’ 
Conference meeting or not,” he said. 

The government is scheduled .to table a bill. to amend the Federal. 
Constitution at il special, sitting of the Dcwan Rakyat on Jan 18 and 1.9 and 
the Dewarl Negara on Jar1 20. 

Article 38 (4) of the Federal Constitution 
affecting the privileges, posit.ion, 

states that no law directly 
honours or dignities of the Rulers 

shall be passed without the consent of the Conference of Rulers.-- more 
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Asked whether ‘as up to now he was confident ‘that the Rulers would 
;iccep t the proposed constitu.tional amendmen tr;, Dr Pfahathir said he could 
not say for the moment. 

He said even though the Rulers were to reject them, the government 
would proceed with the proposed constitutional amendments, 

“We’ll (50 ahead. The people’s wishes are cic;lr,” he said. 
“Wherever we go, tBe people ;ire di.senchan-ted with the rulers who are 

free t.o beat up and victirnisc the people or commit civil offences. This is 
no longer desirable in the modern world,” he said. 

Asked whether the government would hold a referendum, Dr M;lhat;hir said 
: +We have to think what will be our next, move. -- more 

, 

t15/01/13-14MST 

CNS6697 
I.1 GE 1.5-01 OB153 EA565 
aae the 

LEAD Mahathir-rulers 4 (16t) Kuala Lumpur 

According t’o Dr Maha thir , some among the Rulers agreed fully to the 
amendments but. they were prcr;:;nretl into opposing .thc government’s move by 

brother Rulers who are against :it. 
The Prime Minister appc;~l.ctl to the people tcj xmni11 cillm as the 

cJovernrnent would seek ways to resol.ve Lhe lll;ltter. 

Jle dismissed the notjon that the issue would “give a new lease of life” 

to Parti Sernangat 46 if the Rulers rejected the arncndments. 
“Semangat 46 is already h;llf-dead, it’ll perish :;OOH. It is headed for 

doom as well,” he s;iid. 
Asked on t,hc government’s handling of t,htr i.l.leyal logging issue, which 

i.s very much linked with the istana, the Prj.me Minister said the government 
would be strict, in the matter. 

“If anybody breaks the law, we will. take action,” he s;iid.-- Bernama 
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