
I??. MBs told’ 
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - 
The Prime Minister and the 
Menteris Besar have been 
informed not to attend to- 
morrow’s Rulers’ Confer- 
ence where they are expect- 
ed to make a decision on the 
constitutional amendments 
pertaining to their immuni- 

Z%$!&F%Ee~ 
.5FZii&dof tie decision yes- 
terday. The Menterls Besar 
were informed verbally and 
in writing yesterday. 

It is understood that the 
Prime Minister and the 
Menteris Besar were in- 
formed that Yang diPer- 
tuan Agong Sultan Azlan 
f33e;in~ll not attend the 

No reasons were giVt?n 
why they were not invited 
to the conference to be held 
at Istana Negara. 

The conference is sched- 
uled to begin at loam. 

Dr Mahathir said the deci- 
sion, however, was not 
made by the Government. 

Without the participation 
of the Prime Minister and 
the Menteris Besar, Dr Ma- 
hathir said he was not sure 
whether the meeting could 
still be referred to as a Con- 
ference of Rulers. 

Dr Mahathir, as Umno 
president, last Saturday had 
led senior Umno leaders to 
meet the Malay Rulers at 
Istana Negara to brief them 
on the proposed amend- 
ments. At that meeting, the 
Rulers told Umno leaders 
that they needed more time 
to sttidy the amendments 
before making a decision. 

Dr Mahathir told report- 
ers this after bidding fare- 
well to visiting Japanese 
Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa at the KL Hilton 
today. 

He was asked to comment 
on the decision by the Sul- 
tan of Kelantan to oppose 
the amendments. Dr Ma- 

163AN Y‘s3 
said he had expected 

the decision. -_ 
When told that several 

other Rulers may oppose 
the amendments,. Dr Ma- 
hathir said: “This shows 
that parl+nentary .dempc- 
ra;$emE\his country is bemg 

“It looks like the people do 
not have the freedom to 
make decisions . . . I am sad- 
dened by this. I wish to 
stress that this (the amend- 
ments) is the wish of the 
people. 

“Wherever we went the 
people said that they are not 
satisfied with the freedom 
the Rulers have to beat and 
victimise the ople, and 
commit civil 0 fF! ences. This 
cannot be accepted in these 
modern times.’ 

Asked how confident he 
was that the Rulers would 
agree to the amendments, 
the Prime Minister said it 
was difficult to say at the 
‘moment, but added that the 
Government would go 
ahead with its decision to 
follow the 

Focedures to take the Bi 1 through all 
stages of vetting. 

Asked what would hap- 
pen if the 
rejected by he Rulers, Dr “p 

endments are 

Mahathir said the Govem- 
ment would study its next 
move. 

When asked whether it 
was true that some Rulers 
had reservations about cer- 
tain parts of the roposed 
amendments, Dr R ahathir 
said he had heard that this 
was so, but added that some 
Rulers had indicated they 
supported the amendments. 

To a question whether 
there would be a constitu- 
tional crisis if the Rulers 
re’ected the amendments 
w h. lie Parliament approved 
them, Dr Mahathir said: 
“We will wait and see”. 

He was also asked to com- 
ment whether the Rulers’ 

0 PLEASE TURN TO 
PAGE 2, COL 8 

not to attend 
a 

l 

Remain calm, 
peoAe told ._ 

He urged the people to be 
calm while the Government 
looked for ways to solve the 
issue amicably. 
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