
Rulers-Plahathir 
MAHATHIR SAYS FURTHER CONSULTATIONS ARE FUTILE 
bm ,-‘\ 3 $,i 
KUALh LUNPUR , Jan 18 (Bernama ) -- Prime Minis ter.‘Da tuk Seri Dr Mahathir 

Mohamad said today it was futile for the government to consult further with 
-1;he Xaliy Rulers at this time on t.hct consti tut.ional. amendments tabled in 
the Dewan Rakyat to remove the Rulers’ legal immuni.ty. 

He said the Rul.ers should have kept to .tIie agreement reached at the 
s e v e r a 1 me 0 t i n g s 0 n the ma t. t e r . 

“We gave them enouc~h .t:i.me ilrld the Illi! t tc?r is a simple one; t,here iS 

nothing compl.icdtcd in it,+ he told reporters dt Lhe 1 oL)~y of Parliament 
J-louso . 

He was asked for his comments on the Conference of Rulers withhultling 
consent. to the proposed amendments . The Federal Constitution provides for 
the Rulers ’ von:;ent to Ic: g‘.ivcn Lo any law to be passed which relaCes to 
the monarchy. * 

Ilr Mahathir said both the Rulers and t.hc governmc!rlt discussed in de tail 
the amendments, including. the Rulers’ proposal for a special court to hear 
cases involvi.ng them. -- more 
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He said it seemed that the discussions were total.1~ meaningless. 
“We are disappointed because we believed from the discussions that they 

were in agreement...at Least six of them agreed but something else happened 
today, ” he said. 

“I feel there is nothing more t:o be discussed. . d the principle is simple 
and we have explained the three matters to be amended, relating to legal 
i mmuni ty , sedition and clemency,” he said. 

Dr Maha‘thir said he did not know why the.Rulers changed their mind. 
He said the Rulers could consider the amendments in the period between 

the passing of the Bill in Parliament and the royal assent by the Yang 
di-Pertuari Agong. -- more 
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Asked what the next course of action would be if the royal assent was 
no% given, Dr Mahathir said Parliame.ut would discuss the Dill again after a 
period of 30 days. 

If t;hc royal assent wi c s not given in the following 30 days, he said the 
Bill would automatically become law based on ;he const;itutional. amendn~ents 
mile in ,1983. 

He said tha.t if the Rulers disputed the law, t,hey cou1.d take the matter 
to court. 

1-I 
Asked why the proposed amendments were tabled In..t.he Dewan Rakyat, Dr 

Mahatbir said it was to allow the MPs to make a stand on the matter. 
“When the MPs make t-heir stand, Lhe Rulers will b&‘,aware of the 

people’s feelings and they may change their mind,” .he ‘said. 
Ilc said that. if nothing was done the Rulers would get the impression 

that there was no OppOSit,iOn t_CJ their St_dlld. -- AlOre 
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Dr Mahathir said tite government would prooecd with the fresh proposal 
to set up a special court for the Rulers though they did not give. their 
consent to the original amendments. 

“We will still do so because we are not unwilling .to accept ideas in 
order to protect 1.h~ s t a t u s 0 f the r \1 I. e r s . . . when they suggested to us that 

they should not be tried in an ordinary court, we ayreed with them, ” he 
said. 

Hc said the special court riot. only safeguarded the position of the 
Rulers but also allowed the people to seek redress through the due process 
of law. 

On the proposal of the Rulers for the sett:i.ng up of an advisory board 
to remove a Ruler before he i.s charged or sued, Dr Mahathir said: “We don?. 
think it will work because Rulers are related to each other. , . t.hey may have 
vested interest, they may have personal interest. ” 

Dr Mahathir rejected the view of the Conference of Rulers that the 
proposed amendments by the government. were radical . 

“What. is radical about it:...there is an opjnion that. the Rulers are not 
above the law, ‘I he said. -- Bernama 
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