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Consti. tution-amendment 
SPECIAL COURT PROPOSED TO T ERRANT RULERS 
bm 

%3 KIJALA LIJMPUR, Jan 1 {(Bernarna) -- The ectabl.ishment. of a Special Court 
to try the Malay Rulers for cri’minal and civil offences committed in their 
personal capacity i.s proposed under amendment:; to the Federal Constit,ution 
(Amendment) Bill 1993. 

The amendments would be tabled at the committee st,age in the Dewan 
Rakyat by the government tomorrow, 
Mohamad told report.ers 

Prime MinisterCDatuk_ Ser! Dr Makathir 
at Parliament I-louse here tocm. 

- 

Asked why the amendments were not tabled with the Bill today, he said 
this was only procedural because the original Bill had to be tabled before 
any proposed amendment could be made. 

The Bill seeks to restrict the immunity from prosecution enjoyed by the 
Rul.ers, .transfer the’power of pardon vested in them in certain cases and 
enable MPs and st.ate assemblymen t.o debat~e issues pertaining to the Rulers 
in the House so long as they do not call for the abolition of the 
constitutional monarchy in the country. 

The establishment of the Special Court, its membership structure, 
jurisdiction, exclusive powers and proceedings and the status of its 
decisions are proposed under Article 181(5) to 281( 1) of the Bill. 

Article 3 81(5) states that any proceedings agains ! the Yang di-Pertuan f 
Agong or Ruler of a state in his personal capacity shall be brought in a 
Special Court_ established under clause 6. -- more 
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Constitution-amendment. 2 Kuala Lump ur .’ 

Article 181(6) states that the Special Court shall consist of the Lord 
President, who shall be chairman, the Chief Jilstices of the Jiigh Courts and 
two other persons who hold or have held office as judge’of the Supreme 
Court or a High Cour’t appointed by the Conference of Rulers. 

Article lRl(7) stipulates that the Special Court shall have the same 
jurisdiction and powers as the inferior courts, the High Court. and Supreme 
Court and have its registry in Kuala Lurnpur. 

Article 181(8) states that the Special Court shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction to try all criminal and civil offences committed by or brought 
against t.he Yang di-Pert,uan Agong or Ruler of a st~+~t,e notwi thstandi ng where 
the cause of action arose. 

Article 181 (9) states that the practice and procedure, including 
hearing in camera and the law regulating evidence and proof in civil and 
criminal proceedings, applicable in any .proceedings in any inferior court, 
High Court and Supreme Court shall apply in proceedings of the Special 
Court . 

Article 181(10) states that the decision of the Special Court shall be 
made in accordance with the majority of the med+ers and the decision shall 
be final and conclusive and shall not bc challengei?. or called in question 
in any court on any ground. -- more I 
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t:i.on-arncntlnrcil1: 3 Kual.;~ Lurnpu i 

‘l’he provisions ii1 Article lOl(5) to lCl(11) ;~rt;’ strengthened ]Jy Article 

lRl(4) which states thilt IIO cmr’t shall have jilristliction Lo entertain or 
determine i111y action, civil or cr_imin;ll, ;rgainst the Yang di-Pertuan Agong 
or the Ruler of <l t;!;atc in respect 01 dnyLhing done or omitted to be done 
by liim in hjI; j)~l~S011ill? cdpacj.t;y . 

5 

The 0riginii.l. Dill seeks LO en;ihJc: the Y;lfl’J tli-i~c~~~tui~n A’Jung and the 
Ruler 0% ~1 st;~l;c to be brought Lefure dny court i.n the country I’or criminal 
and c i v i 1 oil'cnr;c:; . 

The ;imcndmcn’ts i11so seek to am(:nd ArL.ir-:le 42(12)(a) tint1 (8) of Lhe Bill 
and insert another +prrovis.ion in Article 181. . 

Article 42(.12)(a) of the Hill :;Ldte:; 1.11;11. the power of pardon vested in 
the Yang r)ipi:rLL~;~ Negeri, in respect o i: hinrsel. f , hi:; wi.f e and children, 
shall hc: con.fc.l:t-cd on the Chic1 Minister who shall :lct on mile ;ltlvice of the 
state f?;lrdons Board wllj uh he c:lla.irr; , 
W.i I:h I;hc i~m~JltlI~l~I~CS , :;uc]_I yowcr i:; conIcrrc:d on the Y,lrig di-Pertuan 

Agong, whu shall act 011 Lhe advice of Lhc~ P;lrdons Mart1 apyoinLed fur the 
state. -- more 
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Consti I.\1I;ion-amendm(,nt 4 (1 ast) Kui~la Lumper 

Clause (8) of the DilJ, which states that the*‘Ru.lers cannot be brought 
heforc any court before the BiJ.1 is enforced, is sl,i,ghtly~ amended to 
include the words “Yang di-Pcrtuiln Agong or” before the Hard “Rulers”. 

The additional Clause (13 1 to Article 181 s;iys that the Yang di-PcrLuan 
, ’ 

Agmg may, on the advice of the Lord President, mtlke such rules as he may 
deem ~?cccs:;?~ry or eX[)edieilL to JJroVidC !:or rhe removal of tiny difficulty or 
anomaly in sny written 1~1w or in ,Lhe carrying out. of any function, the 
cxcrc.ise 01 dny power, the clischargc of any dul:y, or the doing of any act, 
~lndcr ;~ny written law, that may be, occ~siuncd hy this Article. 

For thd t: purpose, such rules may make any motlific;~ pion, atlap La tion, 
d 3.1. c r ;I 1: i 0 II , change or amendment whaLz;ocVer Lo ilny written l:lw. -- Bernama 
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