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KUALA LUMPI!R, Jan 18,’ (Jkrrrama 1 O - ‘The whole country is foc:ussing its 

attention Cl11 Kuiild l_mpur t.oday with full optimism that. the government and 
the Malay Rulers wou1d reach agreement on the proposed eonsti tutional 
amendments to st,ri.p the Rulers of .t.heir legal immur1it.y. 

Th <I spotlight, would be ori Pdrl.idrrwnL, whore ,I spc:c.i.dl Lhree-day si t ting 

1.0 debate t.1~~1 Consti Lut.ion (Amc~udnwn L) D.i 11 OpPJ15 Lhis df t.crncm . The DeWaIl 

l?dky;it: met-! t.s today and tclrllor’row, dnd t-he .lkw,m N~g;lrd the day after that. 

Prccedj.ng the ParIiamenI. session wou1.d be a formal meet.ing 0.f the 
Conference of Ruler:; at I:;t:arl~~ Ncg&rd wllere the RuIcrs wi 11. make t.heir 
stand on the govcrnmen.t-proposed amendment-s . 

The govcrrimemt. is not. expf2c:t.d t-.0 face aily diffi.cul.ty in securing the 
.t.wo-thirds majority needed to pass the Di 11. . 

Apart. from the solid supper t of !Qs from the ruli.ng I%aris<in National 
(RN) , .tAc 13311 wuuld probably get. the backing of t.he maj1:lrit.y of the 
opposition members, particulary from the DAP, -- more 
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Al though six of the ni.ne Rulers yesterday agreed dt.o the amendments with 
some changes to Chose proposed in the J3i 1.1 , dill offiicial decision would only 
be made at today’s meeting of the Conference of Rulers. 

The six who have agreed are the Yang di-Pertuan Uesar of Negeri 

Sembilan, Raja CJf Perlis, Sul till1 of P&ng , sui tar1 of Terengganu, and the 

Regents of Sclangor and Pcrak. 
The agreement was reached at an informal meeting they had with a 

three-member government delegation led by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Mahat.hir Moh;l~nad at Istand Negara . The Sultans of Johoi., k elantan and Kedah 
?i.i.d not: attcod the meeting. b. 

Dr Xaha thir told reporter:; ;if t.t:r t.he meet._i.ng that. the government and 

the Rulers 11~1d reached agreement on the i.s’suc. 
I TV is be1 icved tliat; the proposed changes to the kill were discussed at 

this mc)).-rlj.Ilg’s mpeting:; 01 -the Cabine.l. and the DN Supreme Courxil. 
Judging f ram t.hr: latest. dcve1ojiment s, it-. wou1.d not. be impossible that 

the three Rulers absent.. from yester:di~y s meeting w0uI.d’ also go along with 

the revised arner~drwntt; , .-- mi)re 



eraI. Cons titu t.ion and 

The provisions proposc!d are Artjcles 38(2) (‘cl), 42(12), 63(!i), 72(S) and 
181 (3) while those il;o he amended are Art.icle:; 32 and 181(2). 

In general, the amendments seek to abolish .he legal immunity enjoyed 
by the Rulers in t..heir personit capacity, t.ra kfer: t,heir powers of pardon 1 
t.0 Lhe Conference of Rulers .i n c e i’ t_ a i n c a s e c’ &I and enable MPs and state 
assemblymen to debate on mat.t.ers concerning the Ru.lers SO long as t.heir 
statements were not aimed at. iAK.~lishing the insti t,ut;i.on of Rulers. 

Good sense, wisdom arid pat,.ience on t.hc part. of till concerned are 
expected to prevail today, and thus resolve the impasse to remove the 
~leclple ’ s anxiety and place the inst.itut.ion of Consti t.ut.ior1a.l Monarchy on a 
firmer footing, -- Bernama 
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