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A~IENDIYENTS NOT MEANT TO RID SPECIAL P VILEGES OF RULERS, SAYS MAHATHIR 

43 B 
KUALA LUFIPUR, Jan 19 \ (Bernama j - Qa,t,‘tlk Seri 

5-7.- ----. 
Dr Maha thi~~-‘$i&~~matl said 

tonight the amendment;s tc, the Fcdera 011s ti td?on -to dXlSh the legal 
immunity enjoyed by -the I(idlay Rulers iJilS$ed by .the Dewdn Rakyat was 3101. an 
dct. to remov’e their spt:cial privileges, 

As f:ar ;I:; the corst~tutiort was conc:ern, there was 110 merktion of 
provi.:iion for the immnnity of the R111crr; but the law clearly spelled out 
that that no courL proceedings shall li(.? brough-t agaj ns t them, 

“They have 111+ver had any privilege to conkt crime, so when we take 
this actj.un we are not. taking anything from -them. We are merely creating an. 
dv~l~ue to overcome’ t.he possibilities that ,they may comrni t, crime (in 
future) , ” he ,told reporters &I; Parliament House after the Constitution 
(Ameridment) Bill. was approved by mare than twoitlliirds majority . 

Dr tiahathir said under the existing situation, there was no way for 
anyone to seek redress when Rulers conmi t ted cr.i.me (,a,gainst thorn) . 

The governrrqt was making ;1 provision for the peop1.e .to do so, he 
added. 
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"The Rulers may argue l,hat nol, being l.jable to be taken to court is a 
privilege but tha-t’is for them t.0 refer to the courts to seek 
clarification, ” he said. 

The Prime Plinistcr did sot rule out the option t,o re-write the 
Constitution to overcome the obvious deadloCk but he stressed that the 
situation did not yet warrant s-uch actj.on. 

He said the government would avoid re-writing IAle constitution for as 
long n:; it Could. 

Asked whe thcr the ameritfmei~ts woll?tl pave the way for crimir1al 
proceedings ‘to be brought against .the SuJ.tsn of Johor, Dr MAathir said: 
“This 1 aw doer; not apply retrospcCt.ively. . . IiIllesS hc! conlrn.it~S d IIc)W 

of fe11ce. ” 
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