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PUT ASIDE TRIVIAL i SSUES, MUSLIMS TOLD ~ 

bm 
XUALA LUMPUR, Jan 21 t %&nama 1 

0 
-- Datuk Seri Dr Maha said 

today that Muslims should not; be carrlecl away by ,tri-vial matters to the 
extent that. they jlegloct the more important problem:; and responsibilities. 

The Prime Minister said in the past LCJCJ much attentj.on was given to 
trivial matters wi thou’; caring for bigger t,hings like their ability in the 
industrial field. 

However, he stressed that industries based on profits alone without 
thinking of services to the people would not do much good to the society. 

“Muslim entrcprenerrrs should also place emphasis on the aspects of 
services to the people, ” he said when opening a meeting on Islam and 
In’dustrialisat.ion 0rganise.d by the Malay:;ian Institute of Islamic 
Understanding (IKIM) here. 

He said it was necessary for i.ndust.r:ies ,to spend part of their profits 
on rese.arch and development, to make them more efficient and productive. 
--IllCJre 
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Dr Mahathir said on the other an industry owned tiy Muslims should not 
be a +charity+ organisation, as reasonable profits were allowed by the 
religion while the aspects of services could be given priority to ensure 
t.hat. it. was easily acceptable by the Mus’lirn society. 

“Irrespcotive of What the Muslims think about i$dustrialisation, we 
must. remember that industri.es’ contrvJ..l.cd by the non-Muslims, although 
without religious motive, can harm the Muslims ,f he said citing the 
situation in nosnia-Herzegovina and i4est Asia as an example. 

He was confident .that. buy considering industries as a service to the 
society and religion and not: only for the purpose of making large profits 
and accumulating yealth, the Muslims wou1.d progikss faster in the 
industrial sector as they would be able to produce qua1it.y goods at 
reasonable prices. 

As such, the Prime Efinister said, Muslims should consider 
industrialisation as a vehicle to stxengthen the Muslim community and 
nations so that they would be respected by all. 

“A Muslim society whi.ch is poor will not be able to contribute anything. 
good to Islam,+ he said,--more 
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Dr Mahathir said that Muslims often had neg,ative attitude towards 
indtls~.rialisation and this had affected their progress. I: t also 
contradicted the t.ea&ings of Islam. 

He saicj the belief that industries could 1cJp to wrongdoings as opposed 
to Islam should he discarded if the Muslj.ms were to progress in the 
industrial field. 

Dr Mahathir said Islam wanted its followers to ‘progress through 
business and indu’stries so long as t,hey did not. cheat people or acquire 
wealth tAroug!l false means. 

He was confident that. if Muslims could discard. the negative att_i tude 
towards indust.rialisation, they wc~u!d be able to own and manage industries 
effectively for the benefi.t of the rc:?.i.qion ;~.nd soc.icty.--more 
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The Prime Minister also wanted tht: Muslim society to pily particular 
interest to the defence industry to enable Muslim coimtries to defend 
themselves against aygressi.on, 

“To invent aad build weapons and other defence equipment:. is ii must. for 
those who h0l.d to the teachings of the Qura;, + he said. 

Unfortunat:el.y, the muslims had nccjlecl:cd induslrialisa~ion as as such 
were unable to produce sophistica ted weapons to clef end themselves as the 
defence industry needed many supp’ostincj industries r he said. 

As a result, no Islamic nation were able to help the Bosnj,an people 
were oppressed by t.he Serbs. 

Dr Mahathi.r snid all this happened beccluse of lack of encouragement 
Muslims towards indus trialisation. --Bernama 
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