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Mahathir-Newsweek 
MALAYSIA’S STABILITY MY MAJOR ACKT_EV *MENT, SAYS MAI-IATHIK 

Q ‘4 ? r: 
KUALA’ LUMPUR, Jan 2lt (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad says 

he considers Mal.aysia’s sl;abj.lil;y hi:; majoj2 
years as Prime Minister. 

In an int:er\;.iew wi t.h Newsw’eek Int:t~r~lilt;j.onal, he said Malaysians had 
been J.i.ving j.n ;I very harmon:i 011s mann(:r despj t,6 being mul.t.i-lingnal. , 

nl111 tj -ru.l hII-ill ;lnJ m1.l t:i -rcl _i ‘iioll:; . 
“This is a major ac1l.i cvement. After all., just. look ;lroml the world 

I:.oday , + he s il j. (1 when :I sic c (1 ;~bo II 1 11 i :; q I‘(: ;I t c s t di :; ap poj.11 t.mcn ts and 
ach.i.evemerits afLer 1% years in oifi.ce. 

The intervl c.w was publ.ish.ed in t:he magazine’s Jan 25 edition carried in 
both. English and Japanese as part of a il0--page speci.al section erltitled 
“Malaysia - Forward to 2020”. 

He said: ‘I:[ guess I’d say my biggest, disagpoint;ment, is that people 
don’t work as hard as I would like (them Lo) .‘I 

However, he did .not ofteri think about .the matter, be added. 
Dr Maha thir said hc would continue in of-f:ice as J.ong as he was needed 

and t,hat he would not_ stay on otherwise. -- more 
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“The people seem pleased W.i.th my policies. Ecorlomical].y, thirlys are 

going. very well. AS 10nc~ a:; wc keep goi.ng forward with successful policies, 
1 ShUld continue to be welcome,” he added. 

Asked whether he accept the mantle of “Voj.ce of t~he Tflj_rd World”, Dr 
Mahathir said cllthougll he spoke /lis mind and have strong opinions, he had 
never seek any sort, o.f position. a. 

According to him lie made his opinion known on issues he felt strollgly 
about such as free trade anil t.he environment, and added that “tl1j.s cc)mes 
naturally to UIC”, 

In the interview which covered several, topj.cs,,,Dr Mahatllir was 1 il SO 

asked to descrilq his relationship vj.tll .tlle United StatCs. 
!Ie said -the sit;ua(;ion was not (13 bad as it; irlj_ghi; seem * 
“We speak very frankly. Clearly, we have differences of opinion but it 

wasn t as bad a:; it might seem,” he added. 
Jlc hoped Malaysia ‘s relationship with Washington wou?tl be as excellent 

as the one with Britain. -- more 
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Siiyi11cJ tha’t he hat\ always been forthright, I)r Mah;rthir said the present 
relationship with Bri.tain flourished even though he intrcduced a “Buy 
British Last,” policy wlicln he came .to poMer. 

To a question whether he was warr-i.cd about Ule recent Chinese move to 
explore oil and gas in the Spratly ISliftIltiS, he sa:ici’he was confident that 
the Chinese and c,veryonc concerned ~u1.d sett:lc the dispute diplomatically 
and peacefully. +I 

Dr Mahathir said he did notWiind the issue very alarming based on 
recent statements made by the Chinese that they were open to discussion 
“and I take them at their word”. 

On the possibility of eco-tourism threatening the environment, he said 
this wou1.d not happen “if you manage it correctly and promote the correct 
things. ” 

The key was to avoid trampl.ing the environment but utilising it, he 
added. -- more 
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Malaysia ,had discovered through dcvel.oping its tourism industry that j 
people wol.lld like to have a relationship with the environment, he said. 

Dr Mahathir said the important thing was to stike ;1 balance between the 
environment, and ccoriomic devcl.opment. 

“Ybu have to have reyul.ations in place that guarantee that the 
environment won’t yet trampled; at the sqmc Lime you have to take advantage 
of your natural resources efficiently, ” he added. 

For. instance, he said, the people were more important than the spotted 
owl, somcthj.ng many environmentsi groups seemed to forget. 

He pointed out: that he had always believed Lhat t,llo er~vironmc~lt needed 
to be protccLed, -- Bernma 
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