
Growth vvi.thout touch witlil::a~~~ losing 

r-4 y Hardev Kaur 
KUALA LUMPUR,,Thurs. - 
Malaysia’s goal is indus- 
trialisation “without losing 

development don’t displace 
our values, we have to edu- 
cate the people as to what 
we mean by a developed 
country.” 

In an interview with 
Newsweek, Dr Mahathir said 
Malaysia had “successfully 
established the foundation 
for more sophisticated de- 
velopment”. The American 
weekly published a special 
supplement on Malaysia en- 
titled “Malavsia: Forward to 
2020”. ” 

The magazine described 
Malaysia as “a diversified 
economic cauldron fuelling 
the strong gross domestic 
product growth” and adding 
that the “signs of prosperity 
are everywhere in this coun- 
try of 18 million people.” 

It adds, “despite the inev- 
itable signs of the stereotyp- 
ic metropolis, Malaysia has 
successfully retained its es- 
sential Asian char 

The Prime 
% 

ter.” 
nister, 

asked about Visi n 2020, 
said the country needs “to 
average seven per cent GDP 
growth a year at least 
through 1995 to stay on 
course for developed status 
by 2020.” - 

He uointed out Malavsia’s 
growih rate averaged 9.7 per 
cent since the mid-1980s. “so 
we just need to increase it a 
little. While we may have to 
moderate growth, the basic 
goal is realistic.” 

Dr Mahathir said looking 
at the country’s strengths z 
political stability, investor 
confidence locally and inter- 
nationally and the Govern- 
ment’s emphasis on devel- 
oping infrastructure - “I 
am very optimistic (that the 
goals can be achieved).” 

He added that Malaysia 
had a political system that 
would instil confidence in 
both foreign and domestic 
investors. Nevertheless, he 
stressed that the education 
system must keep pace with 
the needs of a eraduallv in- 
dustrialising society as”peo- 
ple had to be trained to han- 
dle industries at a number 
of levels. 

While the goals were 
within reach, Dr Mahathir 
said to focus only on per 
capita income was to miss 

the point. 
Dr Mahathir also said that 

while there was clearly a 
shortage of skilled labour, 
Malaysia was fortunate as 
“we live in a friendly region 
and the shortage can be re- 
solved by importing labour 
from our neighbours.” 

At the same time, Malay- 
sia had also embarked on a 
training 
through the e!tr%!~r?~~ 
tern, opening up more poly- 
technic vocational institu- 
tions and giving incentives 
for other training pro- 
grammes. 

Asked about the Asean 
Free Trade Area (AFTA), Dr 
Mahathir said Malaysia had 
always been a very open 
economy. It moved immedi- 
ately to identify thousands 
of products for tariff reduca- 
tion under AFTA, adding 
that AFTA was “enormous- 
ly important for Asean.” 

He explained that Asean, 
which began as a political 
organisation, was now 
ready for a more integral 
relationship. “It is a very 
positive evolution.” 

On whether he accepted 
the mantel of “Voice of the 
Third World”, he replied 
that although he spoke his 
mind and had strong opin- 
ions, “I certainly didn’t seek 
any sort of position, nor do I 
now. I just believe strongly 
about certain issues like 
free trade and the environ- 
ment and I speak out on 
them. It comes naturally for 
me.” 

Asked to describe his rela- 
tionship with the United 
States. Dr Mahathir said the 
situation was not as bad as 
it might seem. “We speak 
very frankly. Clearly,, we 
have differences of opinion 
but it isn’t as bad as it might 
seem,” adding that “I have 
always been forthright.” 

He said the present rela- 
tionship with Britain flour- 
ished even though he intro- 
duced a “Buy British Last” 
policy when he became 
Prime Minister. He said he 
hoped Malaysia’s relation- 
ship with Washington 
would be just as excellent. 

On boosting bilateral 
trade between developing 
countries, he said it was im- 
portant to develop different 
markets and to support oth- 
er countries in the develop- 
ing world. 

asked, adding that there 
were more and more 
sources growing for an in- 

“Why should we buy ev- 
erything from the West?” he 

creasing array of industrial 
products. 

On the possibility of eco. 
tourism threatening the en 
vironment, he said this 
would not happen “if you 
manage it correctly and pro. 
mote the correct things.’ 
The key was to avoid tramp 
ling the environment bui 
utilising it. The important 
thing he said was to “strike 
the appropriate balance”. 

“You have to have regula 
tions in place that guaran 
tee that the environmenl 
won’t get trampled; at the 
same time you have to take 
advantage of your natura 
resources.” 

Asked how long he in 
tended to stay in office, DI 
Mahathir replied: “As lone 
as I am welcome, and 
wouldn’t stay in office if 
wasn’t. The people seen 
pleased with my policies 
Economically things are go 
ing very well. As long as WI 
keep going forward wit1 
successful policies, I shoulc 
continue to be welcome.” 

On what his majo: 
achievement was after 1: 
years in office, Dr Mahathi 
said: “The thing that I an 
most satisfied bv is that w( 
are a stable country.” Ma 
laysians, he added, had beer 
living in a very harmonious 
manner despite being multi. 
lingual, multi-cultural and 
multi-religious. 

“This is a major achieve. 
ment. After all, just look 
around the world today,” he 
said. 

Asked about his greatesl 
dissapointment, he said: ‘I! 
guess I’d say my biggest dis 
appointment is that people 
don’t work as hard as : 
would like (them to).” 

Meanwhile, Finance Min 
ister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra 
him told the magazine thal 
by the year 2000 the servicer 
sector would contribute 45.: 
per cent of Gross Nationa 
Product (GNP) comparec 
with the present 42.3 pe) 
cent and manufacturiiq 
would rise to 37.2 per ten 
from the present 27 per cent 

Asked whether Malaysk 
could achieve developed na 
tion status by the year 2020 
he said: “Of course we car 
achieve developed natior 
status by 2020, probably ear 
lier than that.” 

+-%Zs -the overall vision 01 
the future of Malaysia as ; 
nation. 

He told the American pub 
lication that Malaysia’s Vi 
sion 2020 was not only abou 
economics, adding that i 
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