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Qhathir-sI’ra:i. ts 
SHIPS NUST PAY TO IiSE MELAKA STRAITS, SAYS NAHATIIIR 
Ism i 

KUALi LUMPUR, 
i 5 

? ,Jan 23 (Bernama 1 
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-- Prime ki F1.i .ister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said today ;I s stem of payment has to be introduced for-~sh~s-~~~sing~ 

ct.he Straits 0.f Elelaka. 
There was an incrc~e in the number and deadweight tonnage of vessels 

using the waterway , and which transported oil and waste, he told reporters 
at. the Chinese New Year “upen house” of Science, Technc).logy and Environment 

Minister Datuk Law liieng Ding here. 
jle sai (1 it had bec’n decl ared a jonq t.J.mc ago that tile Straits of Melaka 

was an iritcrr~atioqal waterway good for only that time, whereby ships of 200 

to 300 tonnes used .1t dnd then t.heir number was small and they did not., 
, carry oil or waste. 

“.“Jow, the :;ize of r.hc vessels have ‘grown to half a million t.onnes and 
they carry oil. and wasl.c which can cause serious polJ.ution, and we can no 
longer regard the St.rait,s of Melaka as dn i.nt.errtational waterway,” he said. 

Any accident or fire in the st.ra.its wc~uld have detrimental effect on 
the littoral sta.t.es, 1.i~" said wherr asked to comment: on the collision of a 
supertanker “flaersk Navigaor” and a tanker “Sanka Honour” in the Andaman 
Sea near Pulau Rondo, about 50 nautical miles north of Wnda Acheh in 
Sumatra early Thursday. Doth ships caught, fire after the accident. -- more 
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“A system of maintenance by countries whose vessels used the st.rai.ts or 
a levy has to be int-reduced because each time there is an accident in the 
straits, the government has to shoulder the burden,” he said. 

He also called for a review of the system whereby a ship Wi3:; registered 
under one company ;rnd also in a third count.ry because this was a way the 
company or country avoided having to pay for darna@ in an accident,. 

“We are not happy with thi.s, 
among the Ii t toraJ 

and will. raise the matter at the meeti.ng 
states in Indonesia in June,” he said, adding that the 

time had come for ii study of the need to register a vessel in one’s own 
country. 

Dr EIahathir also said it was I~CT’C _ .ssary for a traffic: I,separation scheme 
t.0 be implemented in the straits, and the countries ‘whose vessels used the 
waterway should pay for the maintenance of all equipment.. 

“Each time there is ‘an accident in the Straits of Melaka, the 
government has to :;houIder the burden. . , the fishermen are unable to fish, 
the shores are poll.uted, and the country I L; tourism i.ndustry is adversely 
‘affec: ted. Rut t.hosc who use t,he stra.it.s do no.t pay anything,” he said, 

“They must ‘ta!;e responsibility , ” he added. 
He also said that: he had di.scussed the matter with Japanese Prime 

Minister Kiichi. MiyLizawa when he visi,ted M;tlaysia recently. -- more 
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