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UMNO: SUPREME COUNC [ BNDORSES GOVERNMENT 'S5 ACTION

bm (i)

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 26 Bernama ~==- The Umno Supreme Council today
endorsed government's QGLJolOD to stop giving privileges not provided for
under the Federal Constitution Lo Malay Rulecs, & decision which among
others ends the granting of timber unu ]dnd concessions for them.

Prime Minister Datwk Seri Dr Mahat M ad. 'said the goverament's
décision, made by the Cabinet last denesday, was with immediate effect

"We'll give what is rightly Lheirs. We'll pot withdraw them. But, the
test we'll have to take back. |

"For.example, there is no provision for supplementary monetary
benefits. The monetary benefits were said to be inadequate, hence the need
to grant them timber and land concessions,” le said at a news conference
after chalxlng the special meeting of the Umno Guprcme Council at the

_party hvddquartor“ here.

The special weeting, which lasted for four hours, was convened to _
discuss the constitutional amendments stripping the Malay Rulers of their
immunity. A bill to the effect was passed by Pailxdment last week. =-more
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On the extravagance and lavish lifestyle of Malay Rulers as highlighted
in the local mass media, Dr Mshathir who is Umno president, said the
government and Umno were fully aware that the privileges accorded to the
Rulers had exceeded that provided under the censtitution.

"We've tried to reject in @ polite manner requests not. provided under
the law by the Rulers. Unfortunately to no avail. Instead the immunity
accorded to.the Rulers has been extended to their thldlen, he said.

He said the goverament did not reject the Rulers’ requests simply
because. to do 50 would create tension between the govcrnmen1 and the
Rulers. '

Bowever, lLe said the government nov adopled d.different stand because
the Rulers wanted to stick to the letter and not the spirit of the law in
the issue of the constitutional amendments. S ‘

"The governmenl will stick to the law, 1no wore and no less," he said.
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He said the Umpo uuprcme Council suppo;tgd fully the govexnment s stdnd
and '‘ve feel it iy that of the people too.

" Dr Mabathir str ressed that the constitutional" deﬂdm(Ntu were merely
aimed at limiting immunity of the Rulers.

"We've no intention whatsoever to abolish tlig system of constitutional

monarchy,” he said, pointing out that the guvethent allocated about RM200
million a4 year fog palaces throughout the country.

"We'll continue to malntain ties with the Rulers as provxdod for under
the law. It's not true that we'll sever ties with them," he said.

He a4lso sald he had np plan to visit various parts of the country just
to explain the issue to the people..—-nmore
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Responding to gquestions, -Dr Mahathir said it was up to the Rulers

whether they wanted to challenge the amendments in court.

' He also said the goverment would not comprise on the question of
: ) sy e s 1, . . : S

1mmgn1ty because it could not let the Rulers hurt the people or dishonour

their debts. —-Rernama ‘
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