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By Jeffrey Ramayah = Dporters after chairing a spe-  tions but since the Rulers were to clarify the actual

and Vijayan Menon

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. —
The Umno supreme council
today endorsed the Gov-
ernment’s decision to with-
draw all unscheduled and
unbudgeted allocations and
perks which have been giv-
en to the Rulers in the
past party president Datuk

Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
sald.”

The Prime Minister said
the withdrawal of the perks
and other unscheduled priv-
ileges would take immedi-
ate effect.

“There is absolutely \10
provision for us to give sala-
ry supplements such as allo-

cial four-hour Umno su-
preme council meeting.

The meeting .also dis-
cussed Parliament’s approv-
al of the amendments to
the Constitution which
were aimed at removing
the immunity of the Rulers
in their personal capaci-

ty.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ermment was of the opinion
that the Rulers should not

be zallowed to eniov nm'kq
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and privileges wh1ch were
not provided for by the
law.

“In the past we have al-
lowed the extras to be given
and we did that out of re-
spect for the Rulers.

“It has been difficult for

want to stick to the law as
regards their assent to the
amendments, we will also
now abide strictly by the
provisions of the law,” he
added.

Dr Mahathir said he ex-
plained the amendments to
the supreme council mem-
bers and stressed that there
was no such thing as legal
immunity for the Rulers.

“The law only states that

thev cannot he charged in
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court.

“There is no such provi-
sion that the Rulers can as-
sault people or threaten the
rakyat.

“The Rulers do not have
the right to assault, cheat or
refuse to pay loans taken,”

situation which was that
fhey could not act above the
aw

Dr Mahathir said that
many people had expressed
regret at the over-spending
of Rulers and their life-
styles.

“This has for a long time
attracted the attention of
the Government and Umno
and we tried to withdraw all

unscheduled provisions in a
digeinlinad manner and in
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accordance with our culture
and customs.

“But these were not effec-
tive and the immunity given
to the Rulers was even ex-
tended to their children,

“And even when their
children committed of-

cating land or giving shares

to the Rulers,” he told re-
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remove these unscheduled
allocations, the relations
between the Rulers and
the Government became
strained.

* “This was discussed in de-
tail during the debate on the
Constitution (Amendment)
Bill 1993 and we made it
clear that we do not want to
abolish the rights of the Rul-
ers

“Whatever is their right
will be retained and only
what is beyond the scoi)e
legal provisions wil
withdrawn,” he said

He said the Government
had no intention whatso-
ever of abolishing the con-
stitutional monarchy.

He said the Government
had not quantified the
amount that would be saved
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He said the amendments
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with the withdrawal of addi-

-tional perks given to the
‘Rulers but added that the

?mount would be substan-
ial

When asked what was the
total yearly amount spent
by the Government on the
Rulers and the palaces,
he said the amount was
estimated at RM200 mil-
lion.

When asked whether the
Government was prepared
to compromise with the Rul-
ers in getting their approval
for the amendments, Dr Ma-
hathir said: “The Govern-
ment will not compromise
on its principles. % We cannot
compromise on assaults and
other offences.”

Dr Mahathir said it was
unirue for anyone to say
that the Government want

raw perks

ed to cut off all its relations
and communication with
the Rulers.

“There will be communi-
cation but only on an offi-
cial basis and only when it is
necessary,” he said.

On the decision by the
Johor Baru Sessions Court
to accept the son of the Sul-
tan of Johor, Tunku Benda-
hara Abdul Majid Idris,
compounding the charge

against him, he said the

Government would not in-
terfere in any court deci-
sion.

“It is up to the courts to
make their own decisions.

“What we are against is
that no one should have le-
gal immunity,” he said.
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