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SHAH ALAM: The manu-
facturing industry must
be bold and innovative to
develop and improve on
newly-acquired technol-

ogles, said Prime Minis-
ter Datuk ﬁfr——-&l—&a—
hathir-Mrelarmrad—
“The success of tech-
nology transfer largely
depends on the enthusi-’

| asm, ability and commit-

ment of those ipvelw€d di-

rectly in the fields con-

rectly in fields ¢
cerned,” he said when
launching the PHN Indus-
try Sdn Bhd at the Shah
Alam industrial area.

He said industries or in-
dividuals acquiring new
technologies should keep
up with the latest devel-

opment in their respec-
tive fields.

“The user of such tech-
nology must also be bold
and innovative after mas-
tering it (the technol-
ogy)”.

PHN is involved in
stamping and sub-assem-
bling car metal pgrts and
components. The compa-
ny supplies 276 loose
stamped metal parts and
115 assembled parts to
Proton.

Dr Mahathir said those
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who restrict themselves
to conventional methods
would not be able to de-
velop and would always
be dependent on others
for technology.

He said technologies
bought from others were

always dearer than home-
grown ones and that one
could not expect full tech-
nology transfer to be ef-
fected.

“It is unrealistic to ex-
pect others to use 100 per
cent of their technology,”
he said.

“Likewise, we will only
give what we are pre-
pared to give, and this can
be seen in the advance-
ment we made in the clon-
ing of rubber’and oil palm
as we will not give all”

Dr Mahathir said em-
phasis must also be given
to research and develop-
ment efforts to help the
Malaysian manufacturing
industry.

“Investment in re-
search and development

o

et

should be treated as part
of the capital to seek
higher returns,” he said.
“Those who invest in this
field will not only have a
headstart in their fields
but will also gain higher
profits, including the sale
of the homegrown tech-
nology.”

He said most industries
do not give priority to re-
search because they
wanted bigger profit mar-
gins.

Dr Mabhathir said cur-
rent R & D efforts in the
manufacturing sector
were small compared
with the agricultural sec-
tor.

About 93 per cent of the
allocations used for R & D
were organised by the

o

S

ting industry

public sector with three-
quarters being in the
agro-based industries, he
said.

In comparison, in Brit-
ain only 10 per cent of
R & D efforts were under-
taken by the public sector
with 96 per cent concen-
trated in the manufactur-
ing seclor.

He also reiterated the
need to create a highly

skilled workforce to pro-

vide quality work.

He said that this factor
would be the added at-
traction to lure foreign in-
vestors and increase in-
vestments in the manu-
facturing sector.
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