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Maha thi r-Rul ers 
FUTURE GENERATION MAY NOT FAVOUB CONSTITUTI0NAJ, MONARCHY, SAYS MAHATHIR 
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. bnr ’ 1% JITRA, Jan 29~(Bcrnama) 
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-- Pr.xme Minister: II;1 t:uk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said Loday Lherr: was no guarantee that .Lhe fu.ture generation would 
want. to retain the country’s constitutional monarchy. 

There was no wiix of knowing how the fut_ure generation wou1.d think 
‘alt.hough the present: government had given an .i~ssu.rance that i-t would try as 
far as pussible to retain the institution. 

“We can only give an ‘assurance,” he told Peportei-s ‘here after lunch at 
the residence of the Kubang Pssu District Officer here. 

He earlier at,tcnded a meet-the-people gaLheri.ng wit;h residenLs of 
&bang Pasu at the Dewan Jitra here. 

Dr IMahathir said the government. would retain f;he system of 
constitutional monarchy t;hrough ways that would not arouse the people’s 
hatred for the Rulers. 

He said that the people still accept Rulers who dID not violate the 
law. 

“lht is why we want to draft laws (amend t.he consti~tution) so that 
with such laws and with the awareness Lo UIJhCJld the law, Rulers will not 
commit. acts which are not desirable,” he added. -- more 
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Dr Mahathir said he had not received the 1 atest information on the 
stand of the Rulers on the recent federal. constitutional amendments to 
strip them of the legal immunity in their yerso~-lal capacity since they 
rejected the proposals. 

As -Tar. as he knew, -the Yang di-Pertuan Ayong Sultan hzldn Shah had also 
not yet given his assent to the Constitutional (Amendment) Bill 1993, 
passed by Parliament during a special three-day sitting last week. 

Asked lx comment on reports that the Pahang and ,Johor palaces were 
involved in politics by campaigning to garner the I‘supyort of the people, he 
said that such action wou1.d tarnish the image of the Rulers. 

The constitution did not allow Rulers to be i.nvolved in pal itics, 
especially party politics, as it was inevitable that parties which did not 
agree with them would strongly criticise. t.hem and t.heir politics, he added. 

“Although’ they may be Rulers, they will be criticised or ridiculed. It’ 
is a normal thing in po1.i. tics for such ,f:hings t:o be done,” he said. -- more 
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The Prime Minister said the Rulers felt that they could gain the 
support of -the people through sych campaigns. 

“The people are now dWillt? xrd will not. merely give their support just 
because they (the Rulers) are the ones campaigning but they wil.l give their 
support i.f. the Rul’ers up1101 d the cons ti t.ution , ” 11~: added . 

Asked if the government admitted it had erred by “syoili.ng the Rulers“ 
too much, he said: “This has been admitted, not only this Lime. We have 
somewhat admitted ou? mistakes. ', 

"Bec:ause we want to avoid (causing) strain with the palace, we accepted 
things that should not be done by -the istana and, as such, such things 
occur more f requen’tly . 

“We hoped that in subtle ways we can advise (the Rulers) and overcome 
such problems but*the fact remains that such an approach did not work.” 

Dr Mahathir said the qovernmcnt did not. want. the issue to prolong but, 
.at the same time it could not. stop the people from voicing their views. 

“Today, it seems, many are voicing their views. I think when iill is 
said and done, .thure will be no more, ” he added. -- mo,,re 
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.On the international4 perception uf the issue, Dr Mahathir said that so 
far he ,had only rc51d reports of new:;papers in Dritktin. 

“As we all know, in nritain, they are also faci.n!l Lhc Silmc prob.lem. So, 
for them, this reflected the current trend. . . tlsal; is; if the people have 
been educated, they will no longer accept ccsnventional ways that are 
rlisagrceable with c9rren.t t,houghLs and values, ” he added 

Asked for his reaction .I.o the Johor State Secretary Datuk Abdul Rahim 
Rarnli ’ s apology to Johor Menteri &;sar Tan Sri M~~hyiddin Ydssin for 
ignoring the state government in matters involving the Sultan of Johor, Dr 
Elaha tkir said .i 1; was up to the Jobor government, whe Lher or not to take him 
at his word. -- Rernama 
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