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Mahathir-privileges 
PRIVILEGES OF RULERS NQT CURllAILED OHT OF REVENGE, SAYS MAHATHIR 
bm 
JITRB, Jan ~9cFBerriam~? -- Prime Minister D,ltuk Seri Dr 

_Mohamad said the bovernment decision to Io3lo~w the 1 B 
Mahathir 

to ay efl%Febe law 
In the provision ol faciliti.es and privileges to the Ruler:; wds not 
motivated by spite. 

He said I.hc governmenl. did not wish to be spiteIu1 but it, initiated the 
move because it could no longer toleral;c: the habit of the RuIers who 
demanded pr.i~vil.cges, that were not rightly iheir:;. 

“It is not because we axe being spiteful, For id long time now we wanted 
to put an c!Iltl to it ,b\lt we could not do SCJ,” IlC-: stlid at a meet- the-people 
gathering with Kubang Pas11 residents at. the Dewan (Jitra here. 

. Dr Mahathir, who is Member of Parliament for Kubang Pasu, said the 
Rulers’ demands for yri.v.il.eges that were not ri.cJhtly thei.rs under the 
cons t.i tU ti.on Was rl.Ot. medgr’e but dJItoUntec1 t_cJ thOU :;ilndS 0.f niilliorls Of 

i-j.ncJcJ.it. 

Although the governmcnL hid not wish to be spiteful, he atlmittetl that 
the way the government went about it, was “a Ji.t.tle harsh.” -- more 
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He said: “We gave them all the facilities but they wanted more. When a 
Ruler demands them, it is di.fficult for the officers to say no. : 

“With me too, when (I) refused, (they) put on a .long face. Sometimes, 
(they) pressed me .t,o’ approve them.” 

He said that the Rulers demanded for timber .concessions, spent 
extravagantly on OVerSeas tours, imported cars without approved permit 
(API, failed to pay ‘tax and resold the duty-free ear-2 to “towkays .I’ 

There were also reports that the Rulers built, palaces with up to 40 
rooms, he ha,drj.a. 

He said that. the t.hour;ands of millions ‘spent on Rulers’ privi,leges were 
not their monkey but that of the yeopl,e. 

Dr Mahathir said although not. all the Rulers acted that way, “each 
Ruler is somewhat involved. ” 

“As if, the Rulers are not enough, their princes also acted the same 
way," he added . 

He said i.c was not, t;bat. !;he government did nut criticise the conduct of 
the Rulers because it had done so many times but the situation persisted. 
-- more 
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The Prime Minister said that Lhe people chose the system of 
parliamentary democracy and cons ti~t.u~t.ional monarchy when achieving 
independence because it was thought that. the people would he protected. 

History had provep that the f!eudal sy:; tern and ahsolut-,e monarchy 
practiscd hefore and durj.ng ~thc British administration denied the people a 
role in Lhe admin.ic;t;rat.i.on and !;lieir well-being was not given due 
attention. 

Ile reminded the people to learn a lesson f~%m the history of- the 
formatio:n of the ,Mal.ay~n Union in 1946 when the Malay ,Rulers signed the 
agreement Lo hand over Ihe Malay states to the British. 

When the people rose up in protest, i&e British eventaully did not form 
the Malayan Union and the Federation of Mali~yit came abut, he said. 

lie added that if the British had formed the Malaya11 U~~ion, the Rulers 
would have roles only as the”‘kadi,” hav.i.ny power only with regard to Malay 
custclms and the IIslamic religion. 

He said Lhis showed that under the feudal system, where the people’s 
fate were left, j.d the hksds of 13e $ulers, the Rnlcrs di.d not protect the 
people’s right.s. -- more 

t29/01/18-26MST 

L 



CNS3540 
R GE 29-01. 00207 Eh138 

L aae th! 
Mahathir-privileges 4 (last) Jitra’ 

“I am saying thi s &t to .topple the Ru let-s 1~11 t I was there (when the 
event ,toolc place), I did not just read about. it in the history books,” he 
sa1 ‘d. 

Dr Mahathir also denied accusations by cesl:.ain parties that -the 
government intende;l to set up a republic. 

Later, speaking to reporters, he expresscc 1 ili.sappointmen t with the 
opposition ‘parties including PAS and the DAP for not voting in support of 
the conc;.litot~.iorlal. amendments al though they in-i tially gave their support - 

He said that PAS, which st.ated that .t.here was no immunity i.n Islam but 
did not supper t the amendments because of the exposure of the cxceses by 
the RuleI::; ( showed that the party did not have principles. 

“This is Whitt we are disappo.inted about. . . why does a party which 
claims to be upholding 1slami.c; teachings and has time and again claimed 
that there is no immunit.y’in Islam, make an excuse t-hat, because of the 
exposure (of the excesses of the Rulers) , iL could not give its support? 
This is not right.,” he added. 

Also present at the function was Ketlah Plcnteri Desar Tan Sri Osman 
hroff . -- Rernama 
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