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JITRA, Fri. - Philippine 
President Fidel Ramos has 
assured the Malaysian Gov- 
ernment that he will keep 
moving forward to seek a 
solution to the Sabah issue, 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir @onamad said 
tmay. 
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He said during their meet- 
ing, Ramos agreed to contin- 
ue with efforts initiated by 
his predecessor, Corazon 
Aquino, to drop the Philip- 
pine claim on Sabah. 

“He will not move back- 
wards on this but forge 
ahead to find an amicable 
solution,” he told reporters 
after a uiramah at the Maj- 
lis perjumpaan mesm ber- 
sama Perdana Menteri here. 

Aquino had initiated 
moves to drop the claim but 
her efforts were blocked by 
the Philippine Senate. 

“I do not expect the Sabah 
issue to be resolved with his 
visit here,” Dr Mahathir 
said, referring to official 
talks with the Philippine 
leader’s delegation over the 

last two days 
He said the matter did not 

solely rest with the Philip- 
pine government but also 
involved people in certain 
areas of that country includ- 
ing those who claimed to be 
heirs of the Sultan of Sulu 
who claimed they had pro- 
prietary rights to Sabah. 

“But as far as we are con- 
cerned, Sabah belongs to 
us,” he said. 

Asked about the Philin- 
pines’ move to set up an 
advisory council on the Sa- 
bah claim, Dr Mahathir 
said: “That is their way of 
resolving the problem. We 
will not interfere.” 

In Kuala Lumpur, Ramos 
told a Press conference that 
the outcome of talks during 
his visit, the first by a Phil- 
ippine head of state in 25 
years, had laid the ground- 
work for an eventual solu- 
tion to the Sabah issue. 

He said, however, that a 
settlement of the claim on 
Sabah by the heirs of the 
former Sulu Sultan was not 
imminent. 

“The solution will be a 
long, step-by-step process,” 
the President said at the 
crowded news conference, 

which was attended by a 50. 
member Philippine Press 
delegation. 

“We shall be moving for- 
ward as we improve bilater 
al relations and strengthen 
the ties that bind us.” 

Ramos said new elements 
had been added to the effort 
towards a solution. Of these, 
the economic initiative to 
speed up the development of 
the southern Philippines 
held out the best prospects 
for success. 

“Co-operation in the form 
of the various economic ac- 
tivities laid before us is the 
best approach for a solution 
to the problem,” he said. 

Malaysia and the Philip- 
pines would establish “ex- 
tension offices’:, or consular 
annexes, in Mmdanao and 
Sabah, which was one of the 
first items on the agenda of 
the bilateral Joint Commis- 
sion. 

Ramos said the function 
of the proposed Sabah office 
of the Philippine Embassy 
would mainly be to monitor 
the large Filipino minority 
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in East Mala sia many of 
whom were ilyegaf 
’ “The first task of the of- 

fice would be to identify and 
then help document our Fil- 
ipino nationals who are 
wi.$out papers in Malay. 

“It would also attend to 
the ex 

P 
cted heavier vol- 

ume o trade, investment 
and economic exchange” 
through the two areas,” he 
said. 

Kamos said that the “King 
-and Prime Mintster (of Ma- 
laysia) had been pleased” by 
the new initiattves in the 
pre;ss towards a settle- 

“The (Philippines) L,e ‘s- 
lative and Executive A 8 vi- 

Ramos said, in reference to 
the committee that was con- 
stituted to reconcile con- 

essional 
B 

supporters of the 
abah claim. 
He indicated that an “im- 

provement in the economic 
situation where the (Sulu) 
heirs have influence” that 
was seen to be aided by a : 
significant Malaysian con- 
trtbution would help the set- 
tle?+ process. 
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be- 
tween indanao, Sa ah and 
probably Sulawesi has been 
envisaged to accelerate de- 
velopment, he said. 

Some 
been ma B 

rogress had also j 
e on having a-sin- 1 

gle spokesman for the frac- 
tious Sulu descendants. I 
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