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KUALA LUMPUR: The
National Agricultural Po}-
icy 1992-2010, aimed ‘at
transforming the - sector
into a more commercia-
lised and modernised in-
dustry, was launched yes-
terday by Prime Minister
Datul i iathir

ohamad. .~ ,
griculture Minister

Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid

said six long-term strate- .
gies had been identified.
They include the pew .

course of development
contained in the Second
Outline Perspective Plan
and Vision 2020. ~ .

According to the policy,
strategies to be deployed
would be optimum use of
resources, intensified de-
velopipént of agro-based
indyetries, research and
development, primary
role of the private sector,
market. restructuring and
development of a dynam-
ic food industry.

- Briefing some 5,000

farmers and fishermen

- who attended the launch-

ing at the Putra World

i Trade Centre here, he
- said the policy’s main ob-

jective was to maximise
income through optimum
use of resources, rehabili-

tation and consolidation .

of idle land

“The policy also targets
a balanced dévelopment
between the manufactur-
ing and food industries,”
said Sanusi.

The value added target
for the sector up to the
year 2010, he said was 3.1
per cent yearly while the
agricultural workforce
would drop to 1.6 per cent
a year to make up 11.2 per

-cent of the total : work-

force in the year 2010.

“To achieve this growth
rate, more emphasis
would be given to new
marketing strategies, es-
pecially for exports,” he
said.

Eff1c1ency, he saxd was
the main criterion in the
allocation of resources.

Sanusi said the Govern-
ment would give subsi-
dies to farmers and fish-
ermen participating in
joint ventures with local
and foreign investors. .

“Courses will also be
organised for the farming
community to enhance
their production .in the
field, for greater penetra-
tion in both foreign and
local markets,” he said.

A food policy will also
be formulated to empha-
sise qualitative and nutri-
tional aspects, Sanusi
added.
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