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From Balan Moses 
DHARA, Sun. - Malaysia 
will study the possibility of 
locating labour-intensive in- 
dustries in Bangladesh in 
view of the vast pool of semi- 
skilled workers in that 

ing a shortage of workers 
could invest in B 

yladesh* “Bangladesh wll benefit 
in terms of investment 
while Malaysian entrepre- 
neurs can expect to make 

R 
rofits from such projects,” 
e told a brief Press confer- 

ence at the Dacca Sheraton 
at the end of his three-day 
official visit to the country. 

The Prime Minister and 
his delegation, which in- 
cludes Forei Minister Da- 
tuk Abdu lah Ahmad Y 
Badawi and International 
Trade and Indust 
Datuk Seri RatId x 

Minister 
Aziz and 

a group of prominent busi- 
nessmen, 

4 
ter visited the 

Export Pr essin Zone in 
.Chrttagong, near y 800km f 
away. 

The Prime Minister and 
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah 
Mohd Ali then left on a five- 
day official visit to Paki- 
stan. 

here-while we have come to 
understand local govern- 
ment policy and bureaucrat- 
ic processes to facilitate bi- 
lateral trade.” 

Dr Mahathir was also 
asked a host of questions on 
international issues includ- 

and the linking of aid to 
human rights. 

On the conflict in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, he said Malay- 
sia and Bangladesh shared 
the view that the United Na- 
tions should fiid an effec- 
tive solution to the issue. 

He said both countries 
were disturbed by the bru- 
tality of attacks on Bosnia 
and urged an international 
solution to the horrors of 
ethnic cleansing. 

Referring to the EAEC, he 
said it was not a trade bloc 
and was uite different from 
the Nort American Free R 
Trade. Agreement (Nafta) or 
ks smgle European mar- 

Rather, it was a response 
to protectionist policy 
adopted b the North and 
aimed at 4 
free.” 

eeping free trade 

-- - 

/ 

. 



Abdullah had said ester- 
day that Bangladesh Ld of- 
fered to send doctors, 
nurses, engineers and ac- 
countants to Mala sia. 

Dr Mahathir sar *ii other ai- 
eas of bilateral coo ration 
could include en ancing ge 
trainingofarmedforcesper- 
sonnel m either country and 
better communication be 
bwee& Kuala Lumpur and 

He &id defence co-opera- 
tion in terms of training and 
exchange of equipment was 
- anan;-g? exgse which 

Air trave between Kuala $” 
Lumpur and Dhaka needed 
im rovement 
4 

as the only 
au ne flying the route was 
Ban ladesh Airlines (BI- 
MA& 
week. 

with one flight a 

Shi ping facilities could 
also L 
the exte3ZSEs 3 hy 
the Malaysian Shipping 
Co ration Sdn Bhd. 

‘xe Malapan business-. 
men in my el ation have 
established use %ll contacts 

-- 

- EAEC will counter 
thembloa speakingwith 
one voice if there are prob- 

more effect& than an indi- 

iki%!tm%et% 
free trade.” 

The Prime Minister also 
spoke on the need to re- 
structure the United Na- 
tions with seats on the Secu- 
rity Council given to 
mmtries playing a major 

le in international affairs 
Gs tead of nations that were 
the victors of the Second 
World War. 

He- reiterated Malaysia’s 
stand that veto power 
should be abolished in the 
United Nations as it denied 
equal opportunity in the de- 
cision-making process. 

In his speech at a State 
banquet last ni ht hosted by 
Bangladesh P&e Minister 

Tfir 
Khaleda Zia, Dr Ma- 

Ecome an important 
said Bangladesh had 

source of manpower in the 
industrial sector and planta- 
tions in Malaysia over the 
Jast two years. 

He hoped Bangladesh 
would reciprocate the Ma- 
laysian effort in establish- 

Promoting trade relations with Bangladesh 

review of co-operation of 
projects under the Malay. 
Sian technical co-o ration 

P 
wm-e, both s r ofi ad 
ong term, was being carried 

‘out. 
h tics respect9 Mal_ays~ 

economic 
‘F”*- She invi ed Malaysian en- 

tial rate of duty, at least on 

trepreneurs to take advan- 
par with competing prod- 
ucts under the Asean trade 

tage of incentives and facili- preference scheme.” 
ties in Bangladesh to invest 
and undertake joint ven: On South-&@xoopera- 
‘,Uage;swlth Bangladesh1 ~~.$,g~~$rth$l~~~s 

“It is our ardent hope that were an example of such co- 
y&yyty$$c$&;;; $‘$f$-‘(-$ b’$Jt$e;g;$b$ 
Sian market at a nreferen- ingcountqes. 
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