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Mahathir-workers
MALAYSIA TO RECRUIT MORG  SKILLEl1  WORIC1RS  PROM PAKISTAN

ISLAMADAD,  Fcb  15  4Dernama)  - -  MaI.ay:;.i.a plans t,o rccrui  t mor(? s k i l l e d
and semi-skilled workers from Pakis1:nn  to meet the demand for such worker:;
in Malaysj  a.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri.  Dr Mahat.l~.i.r Mahathi  r said i&j.:; at. ;I
delegation-level. discussion at the prime ini.nister’s  office, Jkere,  today,
the second day of* his ~:our-day 0.lif.ici.a  t visj t I:o Pakistan +

The Pakistani del.egati.on  was l.ed  by Prime Minis I;er Mawaz  Sharif  .
l’he .15-member  Ma1nysi.a  delcyation  i.ncl uded Foreign Minister  Datuk Ahmad

Abdullah Badawi, International. Trade  ard Industry MiJliSter  Datuk seri
Rafidah  Aziz and Deputy Minister in thcl Prime Minister’s Department Datuk
Dr Haniid Othman.

The Foreign Ministry’s deputy r;ecreta~‘y-r~enc~~:a  I , Da1;uk Jlal im Al.i, in a
briefing for Malaysian reporters, :; a i d the d i. s c 11 ssion cer~tred on bilateral
ec0nomi.c  issues. -- more
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At the discussion, Nawaz expressed hoped that Malaysia would heir,
reduce the trade imbal.ance  which was now heavi.l.y in Malaysia’s favour.

He said Pakistan wanted Malaysia ta. buy more  of i.ts goods like
’ engineeri.n<J  products and rice arid hoped that;  more of its const:cuction

companies would be awarded contracts by Malaysia.
Halim  said Dr Mnhathir agreed  to consi.dcr  Pakistan’ I; rcques  ts.
JJe said the two prime ministers a(~rccd  to discuss expanding the

ex-isting technical. cooperati.on  between 1.he two cot&tries.
On international.  i.sz;ues,  h e said the two parties expressed concern over

the role of the TJJli.tcd  Nations and t.hc western countri.es whj.ch  were slow
extending a.r,sistance  to Bosnia-Herzegovi an. -- more
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Halim  said Nawaz briefed the visi tar!;  on the situation in Kashmir and
expressed hope for understanding from Malaysia on the issue.

After the discussion, the prime’ mi.nister’s delegation visited Peshawar
and the Khyber Pass on the Pakis  tan-Afyhni stan border.

The group included I)atuk  Seri Dr Siti Hasmah  Mohamed Ali and the
Malaysian High Commissioner to Pakistan, I)atuk  Yusof Hashi.m.

The Malaysian delegation, said to be the biggest foreign group to visit
the border area, wera  escorted under heavy military guard throughout the
journey f ram Peshawar to the Khyber Pass, about 70km away.

Dr Mahathir and his delegation were given a bri.efi.ng on the
Khyberhrifles team which was set up in November, 1978, specially to guard
the border area which is administerd by the Federal Administered Tribal.
Area under its commandant, Kol Hassan  Shah.

They were entertained to dances by the local ethnic groups at the
, Khyber Pass Rifle camp.

The visitors then returned t-0  Peshawar  where they were bricfcd  on the
town’s development.

At night Nawaz  hosted a dinner for the Malaysian delegation in
Islamabad. -- Bernama
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