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Mahathir-speech
DANGLADESIl  GOV’T’  PRINTS  5 ,  0 0 0  COP:Tl:S  Ol?  ~1A’l’lil’R’S  “DRMOCRACY”  SI’RECII
from Azman Ujang 6j ‘$ *. 4,’ ‘ ? Yf’,  \ . ($ ,,’ i ( ; , :<;.. .i
DHAKA,  Peh 17,,-(Dernama)  -- The 11anglatlcr;h  government was so impressed

with a speech on democracy which Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
. Jlhathir  Mohnmad  made during his just-concluded visit  here that;  i t  is

printings  5,000 copies of  the  text  for  d is t r ibut ion.
Commerce Minister M.K. Anwar said here Tuesday he had asked the Foreign

Ministry for a copy of the text of what he described as a “great. speech”.
“We will print 5,00Q copies 01: Lht: speech for distri.bution  t o

government orficials and officials ol- the (1.111  inq) Dangl  adcsh N,tt;ionalist
Party,” h e  told  Hernam4 .i 11 a n  .i.n  t.crv iiow ;I 1. II i :; 0 1. lii.r:c  Ilorc  .

In the speech, which Dr Mahathir tleli.vt!rc?d  on Saturday, the Prime
Minister had among other things said that democracy was meani.ngless if it
failed to enhance the wol.l.-being  of the people and if turmoil and disorder
became a way of life.

“Legitimacy in government atl:ai.ned throu!Jti  the democrati.c process
should lead to the promotion, rather than the regular disruption of. the
legitimate social, pol.iti.cal  and economic activities, ” Dr Mahathir had
said. -- more
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The speech, made at a colourful  ceremony where 111. Hahathir  was
presented -with a symbolic key to the city of Dhaka, was ,ll.ighl y praised by
Dangladeshi  government officials, the press and diploniats.

According to some local journalists, the theme’ of Dr Mahathir’s speech
_ _ reflected his deep concern  for developing countr  icr; which could not develop

the economy for the well-being of their people due to political instability
and social unrest, a situati.on  which they said the Bangl.adesh government
was trying to overcome.

, * The Bangladesh Commerce Mini.ster  said: “Bangladesh .regarlls Dr Mahathir
not only as a great leader: of the Muslim countries but also 01 developing
countries of the South. ln that speech, hc had said what we in Ilangladesh
wanted to say but could not say in the way he had qid it.”

Anwar said Dr Mahathir’s strong stand i-11 the interest,  of the developing
countries at international forums was what made him a great leader of the
South.

A former top Bangl.adesh civil servant, before being appointed to the
Cabi.net two years ago, Anwar recalled that at the summit of the
Organi.sation o f  I s l amic  Confe rence  (OIC) in Kuwai.1: a few years a!~(),  Dr
Mahathir was the only head of goverument  who brushed aside protocol. -- more
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“Al though  t,he heads oli government,  aI; t,hat summit had special suites for
their exclusive use, I)r Mahathir  was the only leader who came to the
cafeteria to chat with senior offli.i.c:ial  s 0C tic1 cgal;.i.on:;,  inul uding myself .
We really appreciated his gesture,” ‘added Anwar.

Bangladesh, he said, fully endorsed Dr Mahat,hir’s  view that no
developing country could be expected to practise the ‘so-called “perfect

,’ (, democracy” as understOod in the West, adding that the Westminster-type of
democracy could only be implemented if countries attained Westminster
s t a tu s ._

Anwar, who held discussions with Malaysian International Trade and
Industry Minister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz here over the weekend, said he
agreed to a suggcs,,tion  by Rafidah that a l3angladesh  Week be he1.d  in Kuala
Lumpur sometime this year to promote Rang1adesh.i products in the Malaysian
market.

5 “Besides holding exhibitions of our goods, there will. also be cul.tural
events and tourism promotion to acquaint the Malaysian people to
Bang ladesh .  !J%,is  is the first time WC arc doing thi.!;  in Malaysia,” he
added.

“Dr Mahathir ’ s personal presence in Bangladesh has aroused new interest
and a new dimension in relations between our two countries,” he said of the
Prime Minister’s three-day visit.  -- more
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He assured Malaysian businessmen that the investment c1.imal.e  in
Uan(jlatlesh now wit:; b%t,l.cr than at: any 1. i III~: before, follow i nrJ :;j.gni  fi.cant
policy changes and deregulation to attr;~ct foreign inve:;tmcnL by the
p r e s e n t  clcelctcrat:i.cally-cl.cct;ed governmcrit,. I ’

He  said ~&II‘. a:; Malaysia was going ior h igh- tech  indur;Lric!;,  low Or

middle-tech i.ndustri.cs wou1.d no  longer  bet i.dai1.l  for the c:c~unl.t.y w h i c h  had
at ta ined ful l  em$loyment  and had to depend o n sc:ver,il couutr  I.(..$,\I’ including

ion for
Bangladesh, for labour.

“Your businessmen should think of: king
low or middle-tech indu:;trie:;,  ‘I he s;t.itl .
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