
J 

CNS4139 
U GE 18-02 00171 EP334 
eng 

Mahathir-redelineation 
CANCELLATION OF RF$ELINEATION EXERCISE A LOSS OF PUBLIC FIJNDS, SAYS 

MAHRTHIR , . 

bm ,. :, : . . 

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 18. (Bernama) -- ,Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
today the cancellation of the exercise to redelineate the country’s 
electoral constitptiencies due to a “tochni.cal mistake” is a loss of public 
funds. 

. 

“What can we do . . . mistakes sometimes happen in the administration of 
countries and this is a loss of public funds ,‘I he said at a press 
conference at the zlirport here on his return from his visits to Bangladesh 
and Pakistan. 

The Prime Minister said that the rcdol.i.neat.ion exercise should be 
conducted carfefully as it i.nvolvctl procedures and laws . 

ago t;hc: revocation of The Election Commission announced two days 
notices dated Nov 26, last year, pertaining to the redcl.ineat.ion of 
constituencies for Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah. 

The notices were revoked when the Election Commission realised there 
w a s a “technical mistake” in the imp I emcntation of the Constitutional 
amendment. -- more * 
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. 
Dr Mahathir said that the technical mistake had disrupted not only 

efforts like the redel:ineati.on exerci.sc but also other matters. 
“Our country is too tied up with rule:; and regul2tions so much so that 

matters which clearly only involve technicalities wi.11 cause us to be 
unable to implement certai.n things. 

“I am not suggesting that we ignore rules and regulations hr~t in 
matters such as this, we should be careful about matters i,elal ing to rules 
and regulations . 

“We should al-so accept that when some t-liing happens only duo t.0 
technicalities, we have some flexibili.ty on the matter . . . but this is not 
for me to decide,” he said. 

When asked to’elaborate what he meant, by flexibili t-y, Dr Mahathir said: 
“Sometimes a person makes a mistake in writing the date or sometimes the 
paper submitted is one without a signature . . . although t,herc is one with a 
signature, the one selected is without a si.gnature.” -- more 
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Commenting on DAP Secretary-Genera.1 Lim Kit Siang’s challenge to the 
Election Commission chairman, Datuk Harun Din, to resign, Dr Mahathir said 
that the opposition leader should he the one to resign as DRP 
Secretary-General. 

“I challenge Encik, Lim Kit Siang to resign as secretary-general and 
assume the post of chairman of his party . . . it looks like the secretary is 
more powerful than the chairman . . . this is rather, strange,” he said. 

Asked whether the cancellation of the redelineation exercise affected 
any plans for an election, Dr Mahathir said that; he did not see this 
problem arising., 

He said that if an el.ection were‘to be held now, the existing electoral. 
boundaries could be used. -- more 
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“I don’t see any problems if we wcrc to hold an elccti.on . . . Kit Siang 
will :;till lose. 

“He will go on losing eventhough there arc adtl.iti.onal constituencies or 
if the number of const_!ituenci.es is reduced,” he said. 

The Elect,ion commission proposed 1 % new Par.l.iamentary consL i Luencics 
from the 180 exj.sting constituencies in the rcdeli.ncation exl:rc:ise to be 
conducted after a period of c.i.ght year:;. 

Yesterday, Law Minister I)at,uk Sycd Ilamid Albar said tha I: tlic: 
Attorney-General’s Chambers wou1.d amend Section 3 of the Con:;I;i.tution 
(Amendment) Act 1992 to enable the Election Commission to resume the 
redelineation exercise for Peninsular MaI.aysi.;l and Sabah. 

The exercise is expected to be resumed after the April Parliamentary 
sitting which will dicuss Lhc amendment;. -- Ilcrnama 

118/02/14-32MST 

‘d 


	Mahathir - Redelineation  (Bernama 18/02/1993)

