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{UALA LUMPUR, Thurs. —
Yirm action is needed to
leal with. the country’s, en-
iTgy crisis which nas
‘eached a critical situation,
>rime Minister Datuk. Seri,
2r Mahathir Mohamad said

oday. |

He said steps needed to be
:=&en to ensure there was
sufficient electricity supply
‘hroughout the country.

Responding to reporters
juestions upon his arrival
at the Kuala Lumpur inter
national airport in Subang
from Bangladesh and Paki-
stan, he Said there was a
need to determine the
causes of the frequent
breakdowns and take action
to overcome them. .

He said when the Cabinet
had asked and received de-
tails of breakdowns
tﬁrou hout the countr?;, it
was snocked by the high
number Of power break-

downs. .

Dr. ‘Mahathir expressed
confidence that Malaysia
was capable of tackling the
problem and added that the
energy crisis -would not af-
fect investpments.

He aﬁdﬁenaga Nasional
Berhag’s application to ac-
quire new turbines had been
approved but the installa-
tion would take some time,

The Cabinet yesterday di-
rected that no efforts be
spared to overcome the
problem of power shortage
and asked Tenaga Nasional
Berhad to expedite repairs
and maintenance of power
generating plants. .

On the cancellation of the
exercise to redelineate the
electora constituencies, Dr
Mahathir said it would not
be an obstacle to holding
elections in the country.

He said he did not foresee
any problems as the Elec-
tion Commission had an ex-
isting electora list which
could be used in the event of
?general election or by-elec-

ion.

He said the Opposition
would not win the genera
dection no matter "which
electoral list was used.
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“Thereis no problem.
gOSItIOﬂ_ Leader) Lim,

iang will not win even if we
use the existing list. He will
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continue to lose even it we
INncrease oOr decrease the
number of seats,” he said.
He said the Government
would not ignore the law
and itsregulations. It had to
be extra Careful when deal-
Ing with matters relating to
the law, he said, addi. ’

it would help if there was
some flexibility when deal-

ing with technicalities: ¥

“We ‘should accepjiiagt .7, Dafl

when something ha

only due to technicalities,
we have some flexibility on
the matter ... but this #s not
for me to decide,” he said.

He said when an officer

Y

wrote the wrong. date or
made a mistake it should
not be used to nullify a
whole exercise.
_Admitting that much
time and energy spent on
the redelineation exercise
was wasted, he said it was
common In the administra-
. tion of a country that mis-
albygs oceurred. R
SKed to comment o e
challenge by Lim to Elec-
“tiofi-Commission chairigan

: Hatun, Din torjifign
“becadsé of the techfical
- oversight, the Prime Minis-

- ter said Lim should resign

as secretary-general of the
DAP since he seemed to
have more power than the

president of the party.

Dr Mahathir returned af-
ter a six-hour flight from
karachi accompamed by his
wife, Datuk Seri Dr Siti Has-
mah Mohd Ali, and Foreign

added that there were good
opportunities for enhancing
relations. o

He said the visit could en-

hance CO-Gperation beiween
Asean an themmlc

Minister Datuk Abdullah Co-operation Crganisation

ad Badawi.
Asked to comment on his

_irip 1o Bangladesh and Paki-

oJJor Mahathir said the
1t had achieved the objec-
tives to foster relations and

enhance tradg apd.
ic co-op O Y
countries, ’

He said many areas of co-
operation had been identi-
fied by the Government and
private sector. represepta- .
tivgs in the delegation and .-

(ECO) mooted b% Pakistan,
and with the South Asian
Association of Regional Co-
operation4 Sl :

Malaysia may ‘p¥i

k-1

ol i
Asean to invite representd:

retaris b *'5"

T
of government meetin%s.

He said through ECO there
was potential for Malaysia to:

_ penetrate the markets of Cen-

tral Asia.
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