
TOO PihNj’ ACCUSA’l’:TONS IIAMI’ER DEVELOI’MENT OI: ENERGY INPRASTRUCl’1JRE 
bm 
KURllP, lilJMl’!iI: , Feb 21 (JJc~~arna) -- 1)ri.w Minisl;cr Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir . 

Mohamad t:od;~y hlamcd baseless accusat.ions of govern.ni&t or people in 
~OVC~Ilill~‘~Ji1 112Yi I-lg VC,., _ _ ’ r’ L- (-’ d j. ri t (3 I: c: c; t i II p r j v a 1: i s cd e I. e c t r i c i. t y p r o j e c t s f 0 r 
the curl‘c:!it cuergy crisis. 

He ;I I 50 t1.i :;ni i I;:; cd claims of poor planning and absence’ot an effective 
f e e cl11 a (: j,: :;y:; Lclu ;1s, Lltc CdIIsc!; of the pI:ol~l.om. 

He S rl .i ii :;li~~~~Lagc of funds forced the government to hand over energy 
infrast rl~ci;\irc development projects to private companies but this gesture 
often II!.(‘w ,l(:cu:;ations 1:ha t t,hc govcrnmen t or individuals i.n government had 
vested i~il i~r(-~:;i:r; in the projects. 

“Val-i Oil!; ;!i:cur;aI;.ion:; are made whenever we want t.0 offer (electricity 
supply ])rojcct:;) to private companies. A:; a result, there is a delay (in 
the imJ) 1 PN(!II 1,;lt.ion of the proj cct) ,” hc told reporters after launching the 
Commonwe; 1 t:li Consultative Group on Technology Management-Private Sector 

Partncr:;h ip (CPSI)) aild the Malay:;i;~n Indus t:ry-Government Group for High 
T~!Chll~i ll(J’{ (!l.rGfmj , k?J:(~. 

Dr Pl<Ili*!: II i I‘ was asked to comment: on r;latomcril;s by severill. economic 
expert:; l_11;1 I, t.he current energy c~risis resulted from poor planning and 
absence 11 I-_ <;I! i’ I lective feedhacli system. -- more 
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Dismi:;:;.i.n(_1 these claims, he said the government _&new in 1990 itself 
that the: :;I~or!:;lgc of energy infrastructure would become crucial when 
investmcui::; in t,he country rose to RM40 hillion that year. 

He sai 11 h;~:;c:tl on the rule of thumb, it was necessary to provide 
infrast.ructure at a cost of 10 sen (or 1.0 per cent) .for every RMl 
investmc::i I, i II the country. 

Thercl.ore, he said, the government should have sp<nt not less than RM4 
billion! aznually from 1990 to improve infrastructure facilities such as 
water ,~nt! cl cctricity supply, roads, and ports and airports in keeping up 
with ri :;iiicJ investment. 

“To :;;I/ t,h<lt; WC did not know (there wil.1 be an energy crisis if there 
is poor pl anteing) i.s something I cannot accept. We know, the government 
also Itno~r; but; so many thir~gs happened (including various accusations and 
dispute:;) that we were unable to implement what should have been 
implemcn t.ctl, ” lie said. 

Me s ;I i (1 i I; w a s not difficult to plan for additional electricity supply 
equipmcI!i: because all that was required was inst;allation of the machinery 
while pl.;~nu-;rlg dcvel.opment of infrastructure projects had only to be in 
tandem wi th the economic growth rate. -- more 
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Dr Mi~haLh i-1 said the government relaxed pol.icies to facilitate and 
expedi te io~pI.cmentation of the projects, including privatising them, but: 
each time 5 proj$ct was Offered to a company there were numerous negative 
aCCU!;dl.ii-111s which resul.ted in the projects getting held Up. 

“It i.:; noi: that we do not obtain feedback Gut there are too many 
argUnlCiit.:; LIltit we are unable to implement,” he said. 

He s~1.d i:ailure to provide adequate supply o\f electricity would 
5 adver:;el y ;~i.J~oct, inflow of investments 2nd the c0Urltry wou1il I.ose. 

“I be1 iove we will be able to implement all the projects if we are to 
conccniratc oil the infrastructure projects handed to the private sector and 
are not :;j.de-tracked by suspicions of any kintl,” he said. 

Dr Fi;~hil thi. r said another factor for the curr,ent energy crisis was the 
frequent l:i.nger-pointing among government depalrtments themselves. 

Sonic!: i mc:; , personality clashes occurred and t,his caused delay i-n the 
pro j cc L:; , he .~dded . -- Bernanla ‘,, : 
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