
Government wants present medic 

By Saiful gzhar 
Abdullah 

ALOR STAR, Fri. -.- Prime 
Minister Da@k Seri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said today 
it was improper for the Ma- 
lavsian Medical Associa- 
tion (RIMA) to propose an 
increase in medical fees. 

.4s tar as the Government 
was concerned it wanted 
thr present chaiges to stay, 
he added. 

The MMA must exulain 
to the people why it ne’eded 
to increase the charges, Dr 
Mahathir said when asked 
to comment on the m-o- 

The Government, he 
said did not Kant to see 
anv increase. “We want the 
p&es of ;I!kyihing to re- 
main at t!lelr old level, no 
matter what they are.” 

The IVime Minister earli- 
er arrived at the Sultan kb- 
dul Halim airport here to 
break fast at Masjid Titi 
Kt,rbau in Changloon, 
4Okm from here. 

HE was accompanied by 
his ivlfe Datin Seri Dr Siti 
Hasmah Mohamad Ali. At 
the airport to welcome him 
were Menteri Hesar Tan Sri 
Osman Aroff. Ferlis Men- 
trri Hesnr Dr Ahdul Hamid 
Pawanteh and Stat.e Execu- 
tint> Councillors. 

Dr Mahathir WC? he was 

“1 was told that the 185 
per crnt was the maximum 
increase and that they will 
nni charge that high.” 

l)r Mahathir said t.hat SO 
tar hP had not seen the de- 
tails of t tw proposed medi- 
~1 fees schodukl. 

“The MM.4 must explain 
~1~s they want to increase 
the charges by so much. 
h’ormally c*harges made by 
private doctors are not de- 

termined by the MMA. 
They come up with their 
own fees,” he added. 

The MMA submitted its 
revised schedule to Health 
Minister Datuk Lee Kim 
Sai about three weeks ago. 

It had recommended 
RM15 for minor treatment, 
RM25 (intermedia&), RM35 
Cmaior) and RM50 to RMlOO 
(co&piex). 

The MMA had been 
strongly criticised for its 
proposal which had been 
described as unethical, un- 
justified and 
the inflation r B 

ot based on 
te. 

Deputy Health Minister 
Datuk Mohamed Farid 
Ariffin had said any fee in- 
crease should be on par 
with the inflation rate. 
which had been main- 
tained at about five per 
cent for the past few years. 

He said the proposed 185 
per cent increase in consul- 
tation charges was “too un- 
realistic”. 

The MMA had earlier de- 
fended the move. saving 
that the increase ‘was” no1 
exorbitant as it covered 
consultation, medicine and 
overhead costs. 
* MMA president Dr Tibbs 

Fernandez, however, said 
yesterday the association’s 
health insurance commit- 
tee was still studying the 
guidelines. 

sc;:d?:: $2%%%%~ 
ered by the public-private / 

.dAiir sxIsultatiw! panel 
and would be implemented 
only after it obtained ap- 
proval at the association’s 
annual meeting in dune. 

Lee had said the medical 
fees schedule was not final 
and that the public should 
not be too concerned. 

He said the schedule was 
merely a guideline giving a 
general idea of what the 
review was going to be like 
as the MMA committee 
drafting the schedule had 
yet to complete its job. 
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