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KOTABARU:  The Prime
Ministet- expressed re-
gret yesterday that Tan
Sri Eric Chia was recent-
ly subjected to harsh
treatment by US authori-
ties.

Bernama quoted Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir ?%%a?__._-  ..-
rn5Z as sayZ~~~3if~XZi
‘t%~i%ualise  how a 60-
year-old man could have
harassed someone who
was younger to the extent
of the police being sum-
moned.

“Even if he had done so,
is the move to handcuff
him, strip him and chain
him fair?” Dr Mahathir
asked.

In Malaysia the Gov-
erriment did not do such
things “for if we do such
things we’ll be br

s

ded as
barbarians and hat are
we to say to p ple who
commit such acts?” he
said.

Dr Mahathir said he
was saddened that this
was the second such inci-
dent to befall Malaysian
citizens.

Recently, a group of ,
tourists was also subject- /
ed to similar treatment by
the US immigratiow
thorities, he said.

Wong Cbun Wai  reports
that Malaysia has official-
ly lodged its unhappiness
with the United States
over Chia’s arrest and ill-
treatment in New York on
March 2.

Foreign Ministry acting
secretary-general Datuk
Halim&onveyed the
country’s regret to US
Ambassador John Stern
Wolf, who was summoned
to Wisma Putra yester-
day.

“I stresxed the point
that such incidents should
never happen sga@, . and
t h a t  MalayAms  vuuting
the Unite% States should
not be treated improper-
ly,” Halim told newsmen
after their 20-minute
meetink.

On whether the United
States had extended any
apology, Halim said the
United States had ex-
pressed regret over the
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Cihia accorded ali

--_
incident.

He said he narrated the
reports by Chia and that
Wolf, in turn, gave his
version of the incident.

However, he said Ma-
laysia did not doubt Chia’s
story.

On Wednesday, Foreign
Minister Datuk Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi said Wolf
would be summoned to
explain Chia’s arrest, say-
ing Malaysia was unhap-
py with the ill-treatment
of the Perwaja Steel man-
aging director.

Chia suffered a 24-hour
ordeal at the hands of
New York police after he

March 2.
When approached by

newsmen after his meet-
ing, Wolf read from a pre-
pared statement, saying
that he met Halim at the
latter’s request.

The information avail-
able to the embassy, he
said, indicated that Chia
was accorded all the pro-
cedural safeguards guar-
anteed by the US Consti-
tution.

Asked to comment on
the mood of the discus-
sion, Wolf said the two
governments had always
bean able to have friendly
dQAlogues.
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