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Ma~tatllir--le;l:lcl-r; ,z) 
LEADERS WRONG TO LET SUPPORTERS l~ELl’\~IX ::I:RMON, SAY: PM 
b m V 
JITRA, March 22( illcrnama) --- I)atuk Scri I)r Mahathir Mohamad said 

tonight lenders who ;:lloved t.l~rlq))iorteTs” to use_tlE E’rlaap sermon to 
hit out at other parties should bc :-c:;ponsible for such action. 

It was not proper for these leaders to claim .that they did not know 
about the action of their supI~o~:tors, the prime minister said after ’ a, 
breaking fa:; t, AR& performing mnl*ghj:ib i>ravers ;It Masj id Kubang P~su, here. 

Dr Plahathir :; spePcli was apparent1 y di rccted at PAS fol.low.ing a sermon 
delivered by ICc:lantan I!;lamic Religious :,nd Elnl ay Customs Council (MAIK) 
admi.nlstra tive officer Ibrahini Plama t, ~‘njch wds said to have criticised the 
federal. government , dui:inq prayer-s attended by the prime minister at Majid 
Buk.i t Maral;, Kclantan, last Friddy . 

“Leaders who allow their follower!; to dcli.ver Friday sermorls which 
could split the Muslims are the one:; who are wrong,” said Dr Mahathir who 
is also MP for Kubang Pasu. 

He regretted that MAIK, which had spccial1.y sent Ihrahim to deliver the 
sermon in place of the mosque’ I; regulc~r imam, Plohamad Ynssin Awang, was 
prepared to lie that it did not ‘know that the prime minister was present at 
the’prayers. -- more 
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“Do, not lie during the fas.ting month., It is bad,” he said. 
Dr Mahathir said it was impossi.bl.e that MAIK did not know he would be 

praying at the mosque because before departing for Kelantan his political 
secretary had reminded 1li.m that MIAK might send its people to replace the 
regular imam to deliver the sermon. 

He said he hacl..been informed by You’t:h and Sport? Minister Datuk Annuar 
Musa that Annuar. had initially rejcctcd the application to replace the 
rerrular imam to deliver the sernlon. 

“MAIK informed Annual.- that i.t would send another imam and send the text 
of the sermon for him to check. Iustrrcd he (lbrahim) delivered the said 
sermon which apparently was also delivered in other imosques. Don! t tell me 
PlAIk doesn’t know,” he sai.d. 

/ 

He said such things would occur if, political pnrti.es had other 
intentions because the interpretation of Islam would be slanted for 
self -i.nterest . 

l)r Mahathir L;aid he was all for it if politi.cal parties used the Quran 
and Hadis for the interest of Islam but using them for the party s 
political interest:; was not an Isl.amic teaching. -- more 
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He said he agreed with the view that relirJ.i.on could not be separated 
from politics hut. this did not. nie;ln po!i.tical partie:; or certain people. 

He said it was true that (luring the time of Prophet Muhammad religion 
and politics were inSeparable hccituse I-hen there were no pol.i.tical parties 
or di.ffering interpretations of Tsl;~m ,lnd the religious sect:;, had surfaced 
after the prophet’s death. 

On the hudud laws, he said the qc;veixment also wanted to ‘implement such 
la;ts but would not. do it in haste or under duress. 

“Islam all.ows many relaxations for tlie cjood of the Muslims,” he &id. 
At the function Dr Ma!lathir prcs~~ntcd Iiari Raya cakes donated by the 

, Kabanq Pi\sa residents to the security forces ori duty at. the border. 
Bulcit ICayu Hitm Te,rrit;orial Army Force 305 representative Lt Kol Syed 

Hohnmad Syed Rlwi and Deputy Superintendent PIohamad Ahdul.Ic?h of the Second 
Eattalion, Poli.ce Field Force .3uki.t. Kn\;u Hitam recei.ved the cake packets. 
-- Rcrnma 
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