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should not do an hing to 
influence events, “g said 

“In actual fact, those v&y 
events resulting from our 
efforts are also preordained. 
This is because sometimes, 
despite our efforts, the re- 
sults that we hope for are 
not achieved because that is 
the way it is fated to be. 

KUALA LUMPUR,. Wed. - 
Muslims in Malaysia should 
be grateful because on the 
whole they are not faced 
with major problems which 
frequently assail other M.us- 
$s and $umc countries, 

h--k:; 

Muslims in this count 
were endowed by Allah wit 3 
all kinds of opportunities 
and benefits by virtue of the 
nation’s stron 
and political sta 6. . 

economy 
ihty. 

“We live in an environ 
ment of peace and harmony, 
including between Muslims 
and non-Muslims,” Dr Ma- 
hathir said in his Hari Raya 
message over Radio and 
Television Malaysia (RTM). 

“We should also feel 
grateful because our coun- 
try is free from serious ca- 
lamities like cyclones, 
floods, earthquakes or vol- 
canoes with lava flowing for 
miles and miles, destro ‘ng 
houses and trees and ki hng .? 
thousanmf people. 

“In addition, we are not 
attacked or conquered b 
enemies or confronted wit x 
civil war. If ever there is a 
society which should be 

P 
ateful in this critical age 

or Muslims, we should be 
the one,” he added. 

Dr Mahathir, however, * 
said Muslims should not be 
complacent because of the 
belief that eve 
pre-destined by ‘;4” 

hing was 
llah. 

“Pre-destination does not 
mean that since things will 
happen because they have 
been preordained, we 

“But it is more likely to 
happen because of our ef- 
forts than if we make no 
effort but merely hope that 
the benefits will fall into our 
laps.” 

Dr Mahathir’ said Malay- 
sia’s prosperity and stabd- 
it 

fv 
were achieved as a result 

o its approach, attitude and 
efforts towards national de- 
velopment. 

Greater efforts by the 
Government, private sector, 
the workers and the public 
were crucial if the country 
were to continue to enjoy 
peace and increasing pros- 
perit he added 

“E&orts require patience 
concentration and sacrifice’ 
all of which are characteris! 
tics which develop with the 
act of fasting,” he said. “For 
fasting brings with it bene- 
fits which are far more than 
;g rewards m the after- ,, 

Dr Mahathir said other 
Muslim countries now ac- 
cepted the role Malaysia 

e 
layed in the attempt by the 
mmah in general to bring 

;k$ik the Golden Age of Is- 

He added that there were 
signs and evidence that the 
country’s efforts had suc- 
ceeded in putting the nation 
and its people, and Islam, at 
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s has placed on our 
~ shoulder a great responsi- 
i bility which we cannot ne- 
’ 

% 
lecf because this responsi- 

, $t~ ;f a part of our duty to 

Malaysia, he said, gave 
equal emphasis on success 
in this world as well as in 
the other world. 

“To neglect our worldlv 
success will certainl affect 
our success in the 1 d e here- 
after. That is why Islam re- 
ards povert as a threat to 

%he faith of &slims.” 
Dr Mahathir said the rea- 

son wh Muslims were hu- 
miliate d was that they were 
poor, whether materially or 
in terms of knowledge or the 
ability to manufacture 
goods or technology. 

On the other hand. he 
I said, it was possible to 

achieve worldly success and 
wealth without having to 
forego religious duties. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
greatest fear when achiev- 
mg world1 success was the 
tendency or successful so- P 
cieties to neglect religion. 

“Am0 
non-Mus ims, we notice ? 

some successful 

how they have not only lost 
faith in their religion but 
also lose. their moral and 
ethical values. 

“The emergence and 
spread of AIDS for instance 
is the result of homosexual- 
ity, promiscuity and the 
breakdown. of the institu: 
tiong of marriage and the 

He also said that only if 
Muslims were successful 
could they help protect oth- 
er Muslims from being op. 

ressed. as in the case of 
i osnia-Herzegovina and 
elsewhere. 

He say that although Ma- 
laysia’s success was ac- 
knowledged even by other 
Muslims, “we are still far 
from our objective, far from 
the level necessary to pre- 
serve our religion and na- 
tion”. _--- 

‘I&d willing, if we can 
learn from the practice of 
fasting, there is a great 
chance that we will achieve 
our goal.” 

The Prime Minister said 
the country needed to pre- 

R 
are for more development. 
o other preparations were 

more important and effec- 
tive than shaping a charac- 
ter that was consistent with 
the objectives. 

“For that reason fasting 

P 
lays an important role. A 
ot can be learnt from the 

act of fasting. 
“While we celebrate our 

success in completing the 30 
days of fasting, the many 
lessons of fasting and the 
disci 
shou P 

line that goes with it 
d not be forgotten.” 

Dr Mahathir also remind- 
ed road users to exercise 
caution when travelling 
back to their ka 
celebrate the Hari 

pung to 
$ aya. _ 

“Everytime we elebrate 
HarCRaya and ret E rn to the 

“Let us be late as long we 
are safe. Hari Raya *is for 
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