
-. ..- _._.--.. I_--. r _.. __-_- .__.._ li.. -- 
/ 

~~___ 

S~~jliiili~0 SUPPOI~S, 

people unhappy 
with State palace 
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By Manan Osman 
and 
Tengku Sariffuddin 
KUALA LUMPUB, Mon. - 
Umno supports the 
of Kelantan who s owed E 

eople 

their discontentment with 
their Ruler who has been 
meddling in politics, Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
said today. 

The Prime Minister and 
Unmo president said the 

$E~lEY~ZleaE~~ E?aotf 
urday showed that some 
people had lost their faith in 
the Ruler. 

“If a Sultan is not recog- 
nised by the rakyat, he will 
lose his dignity as a Ruler,” 
he told reporters after chair- 
ing the Umno supreme 
council meeting here todav. 

Besar Nik Abdul Karpal Singh’s statement 
Aziz Nik Mat that the aath- that Tengku Ibrahim Petra 

Kelantan‘ palace for refus- 
ing to accept “the people’s 
memorandum”. He said this 
showed that the Sultan was 
being undemocratic since 
he was unwilling to ac- 
knowledge the people’s 
views. 

“Therefore, we (Umno) 
are not&prepared to accept 
the rule of an undemocratic 
monarch,” he said, adding 
that in today’s world, only 
democratic governments 
would be acknowledged (by 
the people). 

Asked whether the latest 
situation would affect the 
Government’s relationship 
with the Rulers, Dr Ma- 
h$$ir said ties were nor- 

Dr Mahathir denied an al- 
legation made by Kelantan 

ering was one way whereby 
the Federal Government 
was tryin 
led State d 

to topple the Pas- 
overnment. 

He said if the Federal Gov- 
ernment really wanted to do 
this, there were various 
means, such as restricting 
Fed%4 gra&taKelsntan-_. 

However, he said the Gov- 
ernment would not resort to 
such actions. 

The Prime Minister also 
pointed out that there was 
no need for Umno to hold 
the gathering (to topple the 
State Government). 

“This is just a small mat- 
ter. But we are ashamed 
that the Ruler has tarnished 
the image of the constitu- 
tional monarchy,” he said. 

Asked to comment on 
DAP Member of Parliament 

could no1 use the Special 
Court to try Rulers to lay his 
claim to the Kelantan 
throne, Dr Mahathir replied 
that that was his opinion. 

“Lawyers have different 
opinions. One says one 
thing while another says an- 

._&herthing... if all law ers 
have similar opinion, t ere 
would be no need for tri 
he said. 

q s,” 

Tengku Ibrahim, the exec- 
utive chairman of Petra Fi- 
nance Berhad, said to be the 
rightful heir to the Kelantan 
throne, decided to assert his 
birthrqht in an announce- 
ment last week. 

He is exploring all means, 
including seeking redress in 
the Special Court, to pursue 
the matter. 
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