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MALACCA: The Prime Minister
is not happy with the perfor-
mance of some state leaderships
whose actions obstruct and hin- ‘

der investors.

He said these leaders should
change their attitude if they wanted
to develop their states.

All the state governments, he add-
ed, were expected to have dynamic
leaderships, particularly in attracting
foreign mvestment/md dealing with .
investors.

Datuk Seri Dr Aahathir Mohamad,
who declined to name the state gov- |
ernments, said there was a wrong no-
tion among some quarters that inves-
tors ought to be milked dry to get
maximum benefits. .

“There have been cases where in-
vestors were forced to give out con-
tracts to some people, forced to em-
ploy only local workers, forced to re-

fer to the Government before any de-
cision is made or fined for not
meeting difficult conditions set.

“Because of this, other investors do
not go to the states,” he said after
opening the Malacca in World Heri-
tage Convention at-inie” Air Keroh
d’Village hotel yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said if state govern- I



ments actively wooed investors and -
treated them well, mﬂreforelgn com:

regrett
state when. iowl workers were not
taken in:for an industry.

st Saturday, some 60 people -

went on-a rampage at South Korea’s
H ¥ Eng‘lneering & Construction
©omfPany office in Kertih, Tereng-
ganu, setting fire to some offices and
workers’ cabins after the company
had rejected their job applications).

Dr Mabhathir said state government
leaders ghould continually ask them-
selves what needed to be doné.

“Unfortunately some leaders do not
want to make this effort,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the leadership
was “dim” it would reflect on the
state’s progress and development.

He also said Malay businessmen

should maintain their credlblllty and

reputation by nepayﬁ loap:
Dr Mahathir ‘said- %

for him to say that there were still
such people around. “But I have to
state the facts.”

He said in the case of Mara Idans,

was shameful - e

some borrowers refused to pay, on the

gtounds that they were government

y gﬁé‘the excuse that the Gov-
ernment belongs to the people, so they
need not repay.

“Such attitude gives the impression
that all Malays do not repay debts.”
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