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MALACCA: The country’s 
aircraft manufacturing 
industry is expected to 
take off soon, Prime Min- 
ister _Datuk w 
&&M&Mohamad said yes- 
terday. 

He said the Govern- 
ment acauired Australia’s 
Eagle A&craft for A$10 
million (RM18 million) 

technologies such as the 

caied to Malaysia as soon 

usage of composite plas- 

as possible. 

tic materials and fibreg- 
lass in aviation. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
company’s manufactur- 
ing nlant would be relo- 

The aircraft, which 
would use composite plas- 
tic materials, would be as- 
sembled manually be- 
cause labour cost here 
was much cheaper than in 
Australia. 

training. 
“We also need to get 

than raise people’s hopes 

certification from the 
Australian authorities for 

and then fail to do any- 

the aircraft.” 

thing.” 

Dr Mahathir said in 
fields where risks were 
high and profits not guar- 
anteed, the Government 
felt that it could make the 

He said the company’s 

initial investment. 

workers, including engi- 
neers and managers were 

Ylndergoing extensive 

ed producing two-seater 
trainer aircraft. 

“The company has re- 
ceived 10 orders for the 
trainers in Australia ” he 
told reporters at draha 
Makmur after ending his 
two-day visit to the state. 

He said Petronas and a 
government-owned com- 
pany were equal partners 
in the venture. 

“Besides being interest- 
ed in aircraft manufac- 
turing technology, we 

c 17 APRi993 

“Initially we would only 
build trainer aircraft. Lat- 
er on, as we upgrade our 
efficiency and skills, we 
can go on to manufactur- 
ing bigger planes,” he 
added. 

Asked why the Govern- 
ment had not announced 
its acquisition of Eagle 
Aircraft earlier, Dr Ma- 
hathir replied: ‘“We are 
happier to make an- 
nouncements when we 

“We can always sell to 
the private sector when 
the venture is success- 
ful.” he added. 

The Prime Minister 
said he was confident the 
Malaysian aircraft manu- 
facturing industry would 
be viable as long as it was 
careful not to get into ar- 
eas controlled by big 
multi-national companies. 
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