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m HE Prime Minister 

1 
declaimed a com- 
mon theme during 
his visits to Bangla- 

desh and Pakistan in F 
ary and to Uzbekist & 

bru- 
and 

Iran recently - &uslim 
countries must &ite and 
stand together with the rest 
of the Third World. 

Inherent in the discus- 
sions he had with leaders of 
these countries was the ar- 
gument that only with unity 
can there be strength for the 
Third World to influence 
the scope, character and na- 
ture of the New World Order 
that the strong and power- 
ful nations of the First 
World are trying to create. 

With the easing of ten- 
sions result from the end 
of the Cold ?V 
b 
$ 

ar all States, 

ric 
and small, old and new, 
and poor, have to work 

together to build a better 
world order, based no more 
on hegemony or coercion 
but on mutual respect and 
co-operation. 

With unity and strength, 
they can reject the Western 

er&l 
im osition where the pow- 

countries after the 
Gulf War arrogate to 
themselves the right to in- 
terfere in the affairs of other 
nations, on such matters as 
human rights, democracy 
and workers’ rights. 

tries - to work together and 
co-operate to protect our in- 
dependence,’ said Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
in Uzbekistan. 

The leaders of Iran and 
Uzbekistan and even Paki- 
stan and Bangladesh, in- 
spired by the principles of 
Islam, emphasised during 
Dr Mahathu’s meeti with 
them on the lndivisib e n% na- 
ture of human rights com- 
misina civil, political, eco- 

Much goodwill was gained by the 
recent visit of the Prime Minister and 
his delegation to Uzbekistan and Iran. 
Some tangible results are alread in 
the pipeline and more is expecte g 
soon, reports ZAINON AHMAD. 

nomic, social and cultural 
rights. 

They also reaffirmed their 
conviction that the right to 
development was an inte- 
gral part of fundamental hu- 
man rights. 

“Every nation, big or 
small, should have the right 
to choose its ways,,of devel- 

2&YZZXia&si~~~: 
mov. 

Iranian President Ali Ak- 
bar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
said his country had experi- 
enced some problems re- 
cently and this had held up 
the development of the 
;Famtry after the war with 

“some problems which 
seemed very complicated in 
the past three or four years 
have become soluble, and 
Iran would be one of the 
countries with the least 
roblems in the next four or 

1 ve years.” he said. 
Dr Mahathir said most 

countries were unable to de- 
velo 

P 
because of internal 

prob ems and he was glad 
that Uzbekistan did not put 
political reforms ahead of 
economic reforms. 

“Where nolitics move 
ahead, things move too fast 
and the situation becomes 
unsettled, thus underxnin- 
ing economic develop- 
ment,” he said. 

In Iran, he noted that the 
measures introduced to li- 
beralise the economy and 
the encouragement given to 
private sector participation 
and that as a result of the 
-hew openness, more foreign 

investors were becoming in- 
terested. 

While it is understand- 
able that leaders of Muslim 
countries should express 
sentiments of this nature, 
more loudly whenever their 
morale is low - in the light 
of the campaign to link Is- 
lam with terrorism and the 

p” 
ralysis that has gripped 

hem over the uestion of 
Bosnia and Pales 91 ine - it is 
imperative that they .inter- 
act with each other. 

Instead of indul 
rhetoric, Dr Mahath P 

ng in 
r decid- 

ed to do something about it. 
Interact promote goodwill 
and trade. And this was the 
reason for his visit to Ban- 
gladesh, Pakistan, Uzbeki- 
stan and Iran, 

He said that by the lead- 
ers visitin 
understoo % 

each other, they 
each other bet- 

ter, their countries interact- 
ed better, trade prospered 
and the countries became 
strong. 

Others are exploiting the 
Palestine issue, Azerbaijan, 
the continuing conflict in 
Afghanistan and the Mid- 
dle-East peace plan because 
Muslim countries are un- 
able to agree with each oth- 
er. 

The Prime Minister’s mes- 
sage was: “Muslim coun- 
tries should interact more 
and co-operate more eco- 
homically and politically. It 
is the division among us - 
not held together by a 
strong common purpose - 
that causes us to be easily 
divided by others. 

“We should concentrate 
on common issues that can 



shown towards suggestions 
for linking such regions as 
the Economic Co-operation 
Organisation (ECO) - Iran, 
Tu?uke 

x 
, Pakistan the Cen- 
sian republics and 

Afghanistan - with other 
reaonal or anisations 
the Middle ast and Asean 8 

in 

was a positive indication. 
“The linka could bene- 

fit not Just MIe uslim nations 
- all of whom are Third 
World countries - but oth- 
er Third World countries as 
well,” said Dr Mahathir. 

He invited members of 
these o isations 
Sittdec Fn 

to join 
outh Investment, 

Trade and Technology Data 
Exchange Centre), one of a 
number of mechanisms 
both at multilateral re 
al and sub-regional ieve 

on- 
Y!¶ to 

facilitate and enhance trade 
and economic links between 
countries of the South. 

Sittdec is located in Kuala 
Lumpur and provides the 
avenue for South countries 
to increase trade, invest- 
ment and technolonv flows 
among them. -- 

The Prime Minister ‘de- 
scribed as too 

? 
andiose the 

suggestion t at Muslim’ 
countries form a common 
market. He said the scheme 
would be difficult to take off 
as Muslim countries are far 
apart. 

“Even in the case of the 
European Common Market, 
where member countries 
are contagious to each oth- 
er, it is difficult to work 
what more with us who are -~~ 

far ap*art ” 
He said the countries, 

must interact and trade 
with each other and other 
countries of the Third 
World and not to be too de- 

!! 
ndent on countries of the 
rst World. 
“Our trading partners 

have always been the rich 
countries of the North like 
Japan Germany and the 
United States. But now we 

“Therefore, it was neces- 

been fair1 
tin Ame 4 

successful in La- 
ca, some African 

countries, Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia.” 

It was also important for 
Malaysia to develop trade 
relations with the new coun- 
tries of the Third World - 
the Central Asian republics. 

The country discovered in 
the few days of talks the 
leaders had with each other 
that it was important for 
them not only to meet each 
other but to be friends with 
each other. 

“We cannot expect results 
immediately, even while 
there are some immediate 
benefits, but the long&g 
rest;tw!.~ mzre t 

9 hes8? 
The Malays an delegation 

led by the Prime Minister, 
however, achieved much in 
Iran where several joint- 
venture pro’ects were 
agreed to an d Malaysia’s 
trade with the Persian Gulf 

q!gi&gya;~~t 
was made during Dr Ma- 
hathir’s meeting and discus- 
sion with the powerful ula- 
mak of 

Yle 
om, some of whom 

are mem rs of the council 
which scrutinises legisla- 
tion passed by the mojlis 
(parliament). 

The agreed with ‘him 
that J uslim countries must 

R%Z$Zis?~i~: 
be able to achieve all that 
they must accept without 
bias all systems compatible 
with Islam. 

The uhmak of Qom were 
impressed with the Malay- 
sisn Government’s remind- 
ers to its peo le to avoid 
extremism wh B e emphasis- 
ing Islam’s tolerance and 
pragmatism. 

Dr Mahathir told them 
that Muslim nations were 

ecause they were 
divided by ethnic, sectarian, 
ideological and personal dif- 
ferences of the leaders. 

The discussions were fa- 
cilitated by the late Ayatol- 
lah Khomeini’sson Hojjato 
leslam Abmad Khomeini, 
who agreed that roblems 
such as Bosnia, 5 alestine 
and Afghanistan could only 
be&solved with Muslim 

“It is only when Muslim 
nations are economically 

sejd Dr Mahnthir 
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