Mahathir tells

By WONG CHUN WAI

KUALA LUMPUR: The
Prime Minister has
warned the Malaysian
Trades Union Congress to
stop depending onforeign
labour movements which
want to block the coun-
try’s economic gro@th
and job opportunities.

)Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
ohamad said the
Tust also stop acting as a
tool for certain politi-
cians.

The people should know
the true colours of the

MTUC leaders- whom he
said put self-interest
above Malaysian workers,
he told newsmen after the
opening of the third ses-
sion of the eighth Parlia-
ment yesterday.

He was responding to

criticism by Human Re-
sources Minister Datuk
Lim Ah Lek that the
MTUC had not been sin-
cere in representing the
interests of the workers
and had been using inter-
national unions to dis-
credit the government.
Lim had said the MTUC
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had submitted a report
for 1991-92 which con-
tained adverse reports
about the government.
The MTUC, he said, had
criticised the Govern-
ment for organising the
Labour Dav celebrations
even though they had no
objection when they were

‘briefed at the National

Labour Advisory Council
meeting.

Dr Mahathir said if the
Government  acted
against the MTUC, the
congress would urge its
foreign connections to de-

mand the United States
remove its General
tem of Preference (GSP)
privileges given to Malay-
sian manufactured goods.
Dr Mahathir aleged the
MTUC leadership was not
concerned with the possi-
bility of Malaysians los-
ing their jobs.

He said the composition
of the Mdaysian delega
tion to the International
Labour Organisation in
June had yet to be decid-
ed but anyone represent-
ing the workers was enti-
tled to attend the meeting.
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