
PM: Closer economic 

can*onjly bring good 
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P 
u the Governments. It will not 

.KIJALA LUMPUR, Fri. -- 
be hamstrung by bureau- 
cratic red tape or formali- 

future, bringl’ng with it 
more mutual benefits and 
closer understanding. 

The Prime Minister said 
he foresaw the development 
of greater co-operation be- 
tween the Governments of 
Malaysia and China as the 
ecanainies of the two coun- 
tries ex anded. 

“At t !I e same time, there 
will inevitably be more con- 
tacts between the peoples of 
our two countries. 

“Whether through Gov- 
ernment or private sponsor- 
ship, these exchanges of vis- 
its will bring benefits to 
both sides.” 

Dr Mahathir was speak- 
ing at the Malaysia-China 
Friendship Association’s 
dinner at Istana Hotel to- 
night. 

The time has now come to 
maximise the positive as- 
pects of the links between 
the Malaysians and the Chi- 
nese of mainland China. 

“There is a lot of benefit to 
be derived from the linkages 
and the friendship of Malay- 
sian and Chinese peoples. 
Today Malaysians are in- 
vesting and helping to de- 
velop China.” 

Dr Mahathir said China 
with its 1.2 billion people 
was the biggest importer of 
Malaysian palm oil. 

The Chinese are also in- 
vesting and proposing.many 
{o&ns;yture projects m Ma- 

“The economic linkages 
and interaction between 
China and Malaysia will 
grow in the future. And it 
will be to the benefit of both 
countries. 

He said the relationship 
between the two countries 
had not been good for a long 
time because of ideological 
differences. 

“In order that there 
should be greater under- 
standing of each other and - 

“The past is very much 
forg_otten.and in many ways 
irrelevant: 

t0 prOmOte gE!ater CO-OpFm Dr Mahathir said China 
tion in other fields besides 
economics,, a body such as 

now recognised that Malay- 
sia was an independent na- 

the MCFA is useful.” tion with its own citizens. 

ties. 
“On the other hand, if its 

initiative is contrary to offi- 
cial policies, it will not be 
difficult to reverse or to 
drop it.” 

Yet it can prove useful in 
creating the right climate 
for commerce. Contacts and 
networks are crucial in 
business. 

“Nothing facilitates trade 
more than the closeness of 
the relationship between 
the individuals doing the 
business. Doing business 
with total strangers is 
fraught with all kinds of 
risks.” 

Dr Mahathir said the asso- 
ciation could provide a fo- 
rum for individuals in Ma- 
laysia who were interested 
in China to meet. 

“A counterpart associa- 
tion in China can provide 
similar facilities for Chinese 
nationals in China. The con- 
tact and interaction be- 
tween the two associations 
will provide the opportuni- 
ties for Malaysian and Chi- 
nese businessmen to meet.” 

He said the association 
could provide information 
on China to increase the _ . ^ _ _ . 

they are acknowledged 
along with lingual affinities. 

“If they contribute to- 
wards easy friendship, that 
is not a bad thing. Malaysia 
also recognises China as an 
independent nation,” he 
said.- 

The fact that a lot of Ma- 
laysians have roots in China 
is accepted but they are Ma- 
laysians and their relation- 
ship with China is based on 
their being Malaysians, al- 
beit with Chinese roots. 

“If this contributes to- 
wards easier contacts and 
understanding, it is wel- 
comed. 

“Ideologically we are still 
different. But Malaysia’s 
policy is to ignore these dif- 
ferences in the conduct of 
her foreign relations. 

“As much as we do not 
wish to export or impose our 
ideology on others,, we are 
sure others, including Chi- 
na, will not want to propa- 
gate its ideology here. 

“Nor should we want to 
interfere in the internal af- 
fairs of each other. These 
parameters need to be un- 
derstood and propagated by 
the MCFA ” 

“This should include the 
culture and way of life of the 
Chinese. There is no doubt 
that such knowledge will 
not only promote friendship 
and understanding but will 
also facilitate commerce 
and trade. 

“Misunderstandings too 
can be eliminated or tackled 
early.” 

As a non-governmental 
body, the MCFA is in a bet- 

“That some of the Malay- 
sians have roots in China is 

ter position to take initia- an accident of history. The 
tives without committing roots are not denied. Indeed, 

There was a healthy curi- 
osity, he said, which could 
help foster understanding 
and friendship between the 
two peoples. 

Chinese Ambassador Jin 
Guihua said . the Chinese 
leadership attached great 
importance to the strength- 
ening of the long-standing 
friendship between Malay- 
sia and China. 

He said Dr Mahathir had 
made indelible contribu- 
tions towards the develop- 
ment of Malaysia-China 
friendship. 

“It is precisely after his 
assuming premiership and 
thanks to his liberal policies 
an&?%?esight that the 
friendly co-operative rela- 
tionship between the two 
nations has grown by leaps 
and bounds and entered a 
new era,” he said. 
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