links with China will
be beneficial, Says Or M

KUALA LUMPUR: Ma-
laysians and Chinese of
mainland China_should
maximise the positive as-
ects of their relations
or mutua benefit, Datuk

Wh&
1d.

The Prime Minister
said there were a lot of
benefits to be derived
from the links and the
friendship of Maaysian
and Chinese people.

_ “Today, Malaysians are
investing and helping to
develqo China while. on
the other hand, China
with its 1.2 billion people
is the biggest impdrter of

Maaysian “ail,” he
said a the Maaysia-Chi-
na Friendship Association

dinner here last night.
The Prime Minister
said while economic link-
ages and interaction be-
tween both countries
were on the rise, it was
important to promote co-

overation and under-
standing in other fields.

“MCFA is in a better.

position to take the initia-
tives without committin
the governments as it wi
not be hamstrung by bu-
reaucratic red tape or for-
malities. )
_“On the other hand, if
its (MCFA’s) initiative is
contrary to official poli-
cies, it will not be diffi-
cult to reverse or dron it.”
Dr Mahathir said-that
MCFA could also provide
aforum for individualsin
Malaysia who were inter-
estedin China. )
_A counterpart associa-
tion in China_he said.
could dso prov’ide similar
facilitiesfor Chinese na-
tiondls in China
“The contact and inter-
action between the two

associations will provide
opportunities for Malay-
slan and Chinese busi-

nessmen to meet.”

Dr Mahathir also sug-
gested that the associa-
fion provide more infor-

~mation on China to in-

crease™ theknowledge of
Malaysians of the-Chi-
n

ese.

_He said such informa-
tion should include the
Chinese culture and way
of life which would pro-
mote friendship and also
facilitate trade and com-
merce. ) )

On Maaysia s foreign
p0|l(é/, Dr 'Mahathi sad
the Government had no
wish to export or impose
its ideology on other
countries.

“We are sure others
(countries) including Chi-
nawill not want to propa
gate their ideologies here
nor will we want'to inter-
ferein theinternal affairs
of each other.”

He said Chii accepts
the principles of peaceful
co-existence.
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