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Elahatllir-doctirs

lie said the government; had :;pt:l?i;  :I Iot on their university education
and he hoped they would conti.nue  to i;i.?rve with the government for as long
as they cnu?d.

“I hope our doctors wi.ll not hc t!ii) (.!al.culating  about money,” he s a i d
w h e n  opening the Ji tra hospi ta 1, 11~:‘~.

He said doctors shou.ld  al so gli vi-l pr_i.ori  ty to servi.ce to maintain
respecl:  :for thcmselves,  the reIig:ior~, people  and country .

He n 1. 3 0 q 21 v c s i ai 1 ii r ,I cl v i. c f: to r~ 11 I- :; b! s serving in government hospitals.I’
-- more :
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Mahathir -doctors  2 Jitra

Dr Mahathir hoped th?t more people  wou.ld  join the medical profession to
overcome the shortage of doc~tor:;  and  IIHI::;~S  in the country.

He” said .thc government w;ls aware ol”  public complaints of poor service
at government hosptals hut i:i: not sr~lny  people were interested in jOininCJ
the profession the hospitals wrjuld  !liji; have adequate staff to provide good
service .

lie said among t&e reasons many people  were not interested in becoming
doctors were the tough syllabus a~(1 tile  long study period of six years.

“If we do not want Lo work harder, .in the end we are the ones to lose,”
he said.

He added that if the shortage of i\llrsei; and doctors could not be
resolved, the cJovernmnt:t  would  have to recruit foreigners and this c o u l d
c a u s e  prob.!iemi;  Lo Lhe people  in 1-A):, language  aspect .  - -  more
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iilahathi r-doctors 3 ,Ji tra

Speaking to reporter:; later, 811e :;a id the government constantly s t rove
to minirnisc  the incidence of neglj.gc:ncc.

Asked to comment 011 the incrcssincj  number  of incidents due to
negligence of hospital staff recently, Dr Maliathir said he did not k n o w
whether I.t was .tl:ue  that tiicl-c acre uow many such cases .

He s a i d  ‘ihere could have been lilac\;  :;uch  c a s e s in the past which were
..not  reporteil  iii the press but with UC improverner~t  in tl~e i n f o r m a t i o n

system such error5 w e r e  getting; morr; c?sposure.
1 1 However, he reminded all parties that i.f t,oo many cases of negligence

by doctors were daken to court for damages  aud compensation, the m e d i c a l
p ro fe s s ion  Ini yhl; have to pay h.ic_lhcr  i.nsurant:e aud the result was that  they
would impose hiyher fees 011 patients.

He said such situation had occurred in the Un.ited  Sta.I;es  where doctors
conducted expensive and unnecessary Lest!; on patients just to avoid being
sued for neyl igence.

“In the end the public has to bear t.11~  burden,” he said. -- more
KHY JK
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The prime minister a balance must-.  1)~ struck between the int.erests  of ’
consumers and that; of the profession  r suppI  ie r s arid others .

He sa id  he  would4touch  on the mat.t.e~~  in ll.is speech at a semi.nar on
private hospitals in this era at tbc comity  World Consumers Day.

Earl ier ,  DcputY  Heal th  Minis ter  Da\.uk Mohnmad  Farid Ariff in,
r ep r e sen t i ng  Hea l t h  Mini.ster  Datuk  LI:~’ Kim  Sai, sai.d RM195  had  been
a l l o c a t e d  t o  Kednh  1111der  t1rc S.ixl;h  M;t) i~~si;l Plan  for the building of new
hospi ta ls and he;)1 t:h fac’ilitio:;.

WOI:~ 01) I;be RM2 m i l l i o n  Ji.tra llospi I itI I located on a l-6-hectare  site,
startle in 1989 and was completed 1.~:;:: September. Outpatient service started
a month later and the Inat.er:uity  and meu’s  and women’s wards were opened in
November.
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PSD STUDYING POLICE Ml$MORANDUM  ON PAY RISE
bin d’ ? q ‘;,, (“,f :’ ; ( ‘;>( ,“/ ‘I 4’

KUALA LUMPUR, May 3 (Dernama)  -- The Public Services Department (PSD)
is studying the memorandum submitted by the Royal Malaysia Police on salary
increase claims for police personnel, the Dewan  Rakyat was told today.--

The Pariiameniar,y Secretary in the 1)rimc Minister’s Othman Abdul  said
the department received the memoranduirI  on April 11 and submitted it to the
PSD for further action.

“The government, will. give appropriate at tcni;ion  particularly from the
dSpeC! t  O f  ;1110WilJlCCS and ‘other facil i tie:; as the basic salary of police
personnel had already been adjusted under the Civil Servants New
Remuneration Scheme (SSb) in 1.931,” 11~: told Lim K i t  Siang (DAP-Tanjong)
during Question Time.

Lin had asked tlio government to yivo fai.r consideration to the request
from the police in view of the hi9h  ri.:;k  .i.nvolved  in police work compared
to other types of work.

Replying to  Ahmad Nor (DAP - Dayan Baru)  , Othman said the salary of
police personnel in Malaysia cannot bo compared with that in other
countries in view  of the different :;.i t.unti.on and di f ferences  in  income
between Malay sia and o t h e r  coun tries. -- more
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