
Stay on longer, DIM ~q#~$ocs 
Dr Mahathir c e on his opinion on . ._. ALOR STAR: Govern- 

ment doctors and nurses 
should remain in service 
longer to help ease the 
shortage of medical per- 
sonnel, the Prime Minis- 
ter said vesterdav. 

between patients and the 
foreign doctors,” he said. 

. . . 
tne critt- 

The 89-bed hospital, 19: 
cated in Dr .Mahathir’s 
Kubang Pasu pgrliamen- 
tary constituency, started 
outpatient services on Ott 
1 and inpatient services 
on Feb 14. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Government had striven 
to nrovide better health 
care for thk people, with 
rural folk now havine full 
confidence in modern 
medicine. 

doctors and nurses to do 
their best to be kind and 
courteous to patients 
even in “hard pressed 
times.” 

cisms levelled at the Ked- 
ah and Perak govern- 
ments bv International 

He said later that state 
leaders should not over- -_._. _ 
react and instead accent 
criticisms levelled at 
them by federal leaders. 

Trade and Industry Min- 
ister Datuk Seri Rafidah 
Aziz and Primary Indus- 
tries Minister Datuk Seri 
Dr Lim Keng Yaik recent- 
ly. 

The ministers came un- 

Opening the RM12 mil- 
lion Jitra district hospital, 

tuk Spri ’ 
%hamz&&d the prof:: 
sion was “noble” and ma- 
terial gain should not be 
the only consideration. 

The Government would 
have to woo more foreign 
doctors and specialists to 
serve hospitals if local 
ones kept opting for pri- 
vate practice to earn 
more, he said. 

“We want to avoid this 
as there are bound to be 
communication problems 

“Through better health 
care, certain diseases 
once prominent in the vil- 
lages are now extinct. We 
have also managed to pro- 
mote good health with 
i;tter hygiene,” he add- 

He said in “one big fam- 
ily,” it was at times neces- 
sary to correct one anoth- 
er. 

As Prime Ministe.v he 
said it was his duty. to 
criticise. addine that the 
press had the fyeedom to 
do so, too. 

“Let us not be too sensi- 
tive . . in Malaysia, we 
can’t afford that,” he said. 

Dr Mahathir was asked 

der fire from both state 
administrations, with the 
mentris besar .of Kedah 
Tan Sri Haji Osman Aroff 
and Perak Tan Sri Ramli 
Ngah Talib rebutting 
their statements. 

Dr Mahathir said he 
had also expressed dissat- 
isfaction with the action 
of some state leaders who 
obstructed and hindered 
investors. 
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