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ermnent to be blamed for
delayed pro’ect and there-
fore capab e1 contractors
should be selected,” he add-

By Saiful
Azhar Abdullah
JITRA, Mon. - The Prime
Minister today called on
Govermnent doctors to ap
reciate their professional

Buties and continue to serve
in Government hospitals.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad saiw
not .be lured by the high
salary offered by private
practitioners.

“Government doctors
must realise that they are
serving the nation and the
people. They should not
only think of financial re-
turns - they must appreci-

ed.
The Prime Minister also

reminded certain quarters
who were fond of protesting
a ainst the Government
aw enever  it wanted to come

up with a new project.
He said some had raised

historical factors to support
their protests.

Dr Mahathir advised the
people not to hamper Gov-
ernment

P
rejects because it

was imp emented by the
;$vernment  for therr bene-

ate their contribution to the
nation.

“I hope the doctors will
stay with Government hos-
vitals. The doctors must rea-
lise that the Government
spent a lot for their training

service with
hospitals.

“The Government is
ending  more than the fees

opening the RM12 million
Jitra  hospital here.

Also present at the open-
ing were Menteri Besar Tan
Sn Osman  Aroff and Deput
Health Minister DatuE
Farid Ariffim. About 2,099
people attended.

The construction of the
89-bed  hos ital started in

R1999 on a 10 a land. It start-
ed givin outpatient treat-
ment on d
admitting

ct I! last year, and
atients on Feb 14

this year. %r Ahmad  Ramli
is the medical officer-in-
char e of the hospital

Drbathir  also said that
capable contractors should
be selected.

He said some projects
were delayed because the
contractors were not effi-
cient.

.. “We do not want the Gov-

The Prime Minister and
his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Ali  also
visited the hospital wards.

At a Press conference lat-
er, Dr Mahathir, who was
asked about the cases of
negligence reported in Gov-
ernment and private hospi-
tals, said he was not sure
whether the same number
of incidents occurred in the
past.

“But now the society is
more sophisticated and with
the better information sys-
tem, the
about neg%

eople read more
igence.”

However, Dr Mahathir
said the Government had
taken action to reduce negli-
gence at hospitals. He said
some negligent cases had
been referred to court,.

Dr Mahathir said that the
trend of seeking damages
and compensation could
raise medical costs.

“The medical practitio-
ners may have to pay hi h
insurance costs to cover tBe
legal suits and consequent-
ly, the practitioners may in-
crease the medical charges.

“We do not want the situa-
tion to be like in the United
States where doctors there
conduct unnecessary check
ups (and charge high bills)
merely to avoid from being
accused of being negligent.
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