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stakement on extradbtion 
SYDNEY&he Australian 
Government, eager to 
avoid more bilateral dis- 
harmony with Malaysia, 
welcomed yesterday 
news that Kuala Lumpur 
will not Mock an attemot 
to extradite a Malay&n 
prince for abducting his 
children. 

Given the delicate rela- 
tionship between the 
courlfries, Friday’s state- 
ment by Australian Attor- 
ney-General Michael La- 
varch that he had 
launched extradition pro- 
ceedings against Raja Ka- 
marul Bahrin Shah could 
easilv have triagered a 
major diplomaticrow. 

Raja Kamarul is 
charged here under the 
Family Law Act with tak- 
ing his two children, Id- 
din, 10, and Shahira, sev- 

en, from Australia last rang$ments between the 
July in contravention of a two countries. 
custody order and with- Australian officials said 
out the consent of their they did not believe there 
mother! Mrs Jacqueline was a valid extradition 
Gillespie. agreement, and that Dr __. .I . . 

But Prime Minister Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathirmc .~ ..-__ -_ _ 
fiatiiZI_took the heat out 
of the issue on Saturday, 
saying Malaysia would 
not stand in the way of ex- 
tradition orders provided 
they were legally pro- 
cessed. 

“We have an extradi- 
tion agreement with Aus- 
tralia and we must adhere 
to it, so long as the appli- 
cation is made through 
the appropriate legal 
channels,” Dr Mahathir 
said. 

However, there is some 
ambiguity about the sta- 
tus of extradition ar- 

Mahathir must have Deen 
mistaken. 

Australian Foreign Min- 
ister Gareth Evans is due 
to make a statement on 
the issue today, but offi- 
cials in Canberra, though 
warv of raising false 
hopes for GillesGe, said 
they welcomed Dr Ma- 
hathir’s statement. 

Evans is under pres- 
su$e here to raise with In- 
danesia the allegation 
t,hat an Indonesian mili- 
tary official helped Ka- 
marul defv Australian. 
law by smuggling his chil- 
dren back to Malaysia via 
Irian Jaya. - AF’P 
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