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Dr M: I\/Iake our re |o

M- Out-ypte

IT isnow timefor al of East
Asia to launch a process
whose final destination isa
zone of co-operative peace
and prosperity stretchlng
from Jakarta to Tokyo, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathit Moha-
mad said yesterday.

“There are those who say
that ‘if it ain't broke, don’t
fix it',” he remarked in his

h at the Asia Souety
onference on “Asia and
the changing world order”,

“*Most of us in East Asa
believe in the ‘kaizen™ prin-
ciple; that improvement
should come not with one

eat lean but by continu-
ous little steps.”

The Prime Minister said
East Asian countries had a
legitimate right to want
théir region to be a zone of
sustalnejd co- o?eranve

and prosperi
PRF “If this \9V|IISptake/a hun-
dred years, the sooner we
start the better, and it is
best to start in the most
propitious of circum-
stances.,

He noted that the stn
%c circumstances of Edst

sia were better now than
at any time in the last centu-

a ha]f
e/ said: “ Peace is beﬁt
made when there js peace. It
is too late otherwise.
“Prosperity is best striven
for when thére is prosperity.
It is too late when nations
have their backs to the wall.
“And we must make our
East Asian ﬁeace and pros-
penty together
Dr Mahathir said East
Asian countries must begin
their long journey with
xmall, pragmatic and pro-
ductive steps.
He belleved that the im-
mediate need was for East

Asato do two things.

First, they must ake ad-
vantage of the regional
ergies and opportunities f or
co-operation to maximise
the short, medium apd |0ng
term mutual econ mic ad-
vancement of the region.

Second, they must build a
productive codlition for the
success of the Uruguay
round of GATT talkS on
multilatera trade, for the
sustenance of the cpen mul-
tilateral global trading sys-
tern and Tor other non-trade

goals. .
Earlier in his speech, Dr

n amajor centre

Mahathir . noted. that the
eatest civilisations began
in Asia, ] ]
For almost three millenni-
um, Eastern, Central and
West Asian civilisations
dominated the world. Then
came the usual decling, fol-
lowé& by the ascendency of
Europe t be th
not again e
centre ofay the % rld,” he
said, “but at least we should
be the centre of our world.
“We must ensure that the
history of East Asiawill be
made’in East Asia, for East
Asiaand by East Asians.”
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