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Mahathir-train (With Pix)

PM CONFIDENT LUXURY TRAIN WILL BOOST TOURISHM

772, ~

KUALA LUMPUR. Mav 17 (Bernand) -- Bgatuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohawmad is

confident that the introduction of the Fastern and Oriental (E & 0)

Express, a luxury train service. linking three Asean cities -- Singapore,
Kuala Lumpur and Banqkoh -— would further boost Malaysia's tourism
industry.

"He could envision that this pnroject would bring in a lot of tourists,”
Transport Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Lionag Sik said.

Dr Ling was speaking to reporters after the Prime Minister w1tnesued
the arrival of the luxury train at the Xuala Lumpur Railway Station here
todav. K

Dr Mahathir. who is known to have a vassion for trains. had been very
supportive of the project since it was brought to his attention, he said.

Dr Mahathir was elated when he was informed that trailn., with five
carriages. arrived. he added.

He said the Prime Minister was very impressed with the RM50 million
(US20 million) E & O Express, owned and operated by the Bermuda-based
Malav-Siam Roval Mail (MSRM) and manadged by Venice-Simplon—-Orient Express
{(VSOE) Ltd. -~ more
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Mahathir-train 2 Kuéla Lumpur

The service, reminiscent of the "Orient Express" in Europe, was
expected to attract 18,009 tourists to Malavsia annually.

Dr Ling said the “"money-making machine' would commence operations on
June 27. »

The 41-hour iourney between Singapore and Bangkok, which includes two
nights and one full day on board the 22-carriage train is meant for the
elite group of travellers who were willing to vpay USS1,000 (about RM2,500)
for a one-way trip \

The “luxurv hotel on wheels”, designed to recapture the romance and
myvstique of the 1930s., could accomodate 13@ passengers.

There would be sleeping cars., two bar cars, an observation car,
boutique, service baggage car and at least 40 service staff. Keretapi Tanah
Melayu Berhad (XTMB) would provide the.locomotive for the coaches on a
twice weekly schedule.

Dr Ling said the interior decor of the coaches, wvhich earlier arrived
from Singapore, had been remodelled to reflect the A91an culture. —-— more
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Mahathir-train 3 (last) Kuala Lumpur

Passengers travelling on the train between Singapore and Bangkok could
make stopovers at other strategic stops in Malavsia like Ipoh and
Butterworth in Pulay Pinang.

Dr Lina said Malavsia Airlines (MAS) would help promote the traln
service. especially in its First Class packages.

VSOE Chief Executive Officer Nicholas Varian told reporters that 8@ per:
cent of the train's passengers would be from Europe, the United States,
Javan and Austra%ia.

The fares. which would vary according to the type of cabin, would
include meals and entertainment.

He said comner01al operations would beqln on Sept 19 after the preview
Lrips' in June.

KTMB general-manager Datuk Abdul Rahim Osman and YTL Corporation Berhad
Managing Director Datuk Francis Yeoh accompanied the Prime Minister.

YTL holds a 32 per cent stake in the luxury train berv10e -— Bernama
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