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SHAH ALAM, Wed. —
There is a need for a second
airline because the coun-
try’s national airline — Ma-
laysia Airlines — is expand-
ing so rapidly and has
become “overstretched”,
Prime Minister Daiuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mahapzad said
today.

“We need a second airline
to international destina-
tions that MAS does not fly
to but which have poten-
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t1a1 ” he told a Press con;fer
ence aner OIIlClaI-ll’lg at l[le
construction of the Proton
casting plant at the Hicom-
Glenmarie Industrial Park
here.

To a question, he said the
second airiine couid be
based on Pelangi Air (the
country’s regional airline)
airline companies Or a con-
sortium.

Dr Mahathir sald the pro-
posed second airline would

not compete thh MAS, but

“complement it”, stressing
that the Government would
not. have a stake in it.

“We want the private sec-
tor to do business, we regu-
late the business.”

On the speciai commiittee
to curb inflation which he
heads, Dr Mahathir said the
Government was aiming for
a zero inflation rate while
ensuring that the country’s

growth rate continues to in-

eeded as MAS is

-crease.
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natlon with a low inflation
rate he sald

I'le was dbl\Uu on Wudt the
committee was targeting
considering the fact that the
couniry was enjoying a low
inflation rate.

Dr Mahathir said there
were many countries which
had a high growth rate as
well as a high rate of infla-
tion but siressed that Ma-

laysia would try to keep its
inflation rate low.

On the sending of troops
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, the
Prime Minister said Malay-
sia was w1lllng to “fight and
be at war” there if it was
necessary.

“What we are not satisfied
with is the United Nations
Security Council whose per-
manent members have the
veto power. They will pre-
vent us from helping the

Bosnians,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the
council’s permanent mem-
bers were not just unwilling
1o help the Bosnians, they
are preventing others from
helping, and preventing the
Bosnians themselves from
getting arms to defend
themselves.

On the stand by the Ke-
lantan Government not to
make amendments to the
State constitution to allow

the Public Services Com-
mission to appoint the top
three civil servants without
referring to the Sultan, Dr
Mahathir said if the law re-
quired that Kelantan did so,
then the Government would
have to pressure the State to
do so.

Dr Mahathir was asked
this in view of the fact that
on Monday, the Negri Sem-
bilan State A ssembly

passed a Bill on this and

says Dr Mahathir

that several states had indi-
cated that they were in the
process of making the
amendments.

On the growing tension in
Cambodia, Dr Mahathlr said
moment” believed that the
Kbhmer Rouge would co-op-
erate in giving up power.

He said for the situation

to be eased, the United Na-
tions had fn deal with it in

20115 1244 10 4eal JR24 0N LAY 41

an appropriate manner.
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