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commercialised  to the
extent that fees imposed are
so high that patients who
cannot afford them are pos-
sib1  turned away.

TXe service element must
be emphasised. Although
earnings were important
private hospitals should
also be considerate and
demonstrate a strong sense
of social responsibility, the
Prime Minister said.

Dr Mahathir said: “There
is a place for private hospi-
tals m Malaysia now and in
the future but the commer-
cial element must go hand
in hand with social respon-
sibility.

“Then and then only will
private hospitals and ri-
vate doctors be 8regar ed
with respect by the commu-
nity and the nation.”,. .
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ference, organised by the
Association of Private Hos-
pitals of Malaysia (APHKI)
and co-sponsored by the
Health Ministry, here.

While the Government
welcomed the setting u of

R
rivate hospitals which Rad
elped to ease its responsi-

bility in
and healt!

roviding medical
care for the

ple, there was neverthe essP
eo-

a negative aspect, he said.
There was a possibility of

private doctors giving more
priority to business and get-
ting a lucrative income than
providing a service in accor-
dance with their Hippocrat-
ic Oath, Dr Mahathir added.

That was why the service
element was very impor-
tant, he said.

In this regard, he said, the
practice of refusing an
“emergency” patient who
could not pay a deposit was
not consistent with the med-
ical profession.

“The least is to provide

emergency treatment. Al-
though this will result in
less revenue at the end of
the month, it should be re-
garded as part of the costs.
Today, the incomes of pri-
vate medical praqtitioners
and spec3a tie four or
five tunes f$”ore than their
counterparts in Govern-
ment service.

“I believe a little reduc-
tion in earnings will not be a I
big problem. Moreover, it
does not occur too often,” he
said, awing that such emer-
gency cases for private hos-
pitals should be seen as
more of first-aid in nature.

Without doubt, private
hospitals could help ease
the Government’s financial
burden and the pressure of
people seeking medical
treatment. Today, those
who could atford it, could
obtain medical treatment
from private hospitals with-
out having to wait for their
turn at Government hospi-
tals, he said.

As society became more
affluent, patients were will-
ing to pay for treatment.
Seen from one aspect, the
high fees may deter the av-
erage wage earner, but had
not affected the income of
these hospitals. They had
mana
ticatei

ed to provide sophis-
and upto-date  facili-

ties, he added.
This meant that the quali-

ty of treatment had risen. Dr
Mahathir hoped that the ex-
pertise of these private doc-
tors’would be comparable to
that from other parts of the
world.so that it would en-
courage foreign patients to
seek treatment in Malaysia.

The Prime Minister said
Malaysia was fortunate not
to have too many incidents
of doctors being sued in
courts due to negligence.
Even when there were such
cases, there were rules pre-
ventm payment of exces-
sively igh compensation.8.

Compensation should be
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a lucrative income without
having to resort to such du-
bious practice and without
having to turn their backs
on then Hip ocratic  Oath.

RDr Mahat ‘r said, never-
theless,. doctors should not
be negligent in their duties
and were required to ‘ve

$the best service, regard ess
of whether or not their pa-
tients could afford the costs.

and suggested that they be
incor orated into on4 statu-
tory !ody to overcame the
problems they faced.

paid, but this must be rea-
Bonable, he said.

“The Government does
not wish to see excessive
litigation and demands. The
medical service in countries
where doctors are frequent-
ly punished by the courts to
pay excessive-compensation
is very poor,” he said.

Hospitals and doctors
would sometimes make un-
necessary medical examina-
tions for fear of being
blamed for negligence,
which in turn would push
up treatment costs higher.

Sometimes, the fees were
pushed higher to help cover
high insurance costs. Some-
times, doctors did not ex-
tend emergency treatment
to avbid the possibility of
being taken to court by the
patient seeking compensa-
tion, he said.

Dr Mahathir said society
would lose if the “litigation
mentality”
adopted.

was widely

He added that doctors
should not engage in “fee-
splitting” and “ambulance
chasing” and avoid any col-
laboration with lawyers “to
get business”.
-

“Don’t carry out examina-
tion using expensive and so-

P
histicated equipment pure-
y to increase earnings or to

avoid being sued in court for
negligence,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also spoke on
the need to allow foreign
doctors to work in Govern-
ment or private hospitals if
the number of doctors in the
country did not increase in
order to provide the desired
health service for the peo-
ple.
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APHM president
Datuk r Mahmood Meri-
can, suggested in his speech
that Government hospitals
adopt more busines&like
ways and assume more re-
sponsibility for their finan-
cial viability.

He said Government hos-
nitals were too charitable

Dr Mahmood, noting that
the Government was active-
ly working out a National
Health Plan and a new fi-
nancing system, said among
the ideals that needed to be
addressed by both the Gov-
ernment and the nrivate
sector, were the need to re-
strain medical costs, the
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science and the need to en-
sure equitable access for the
poor and the rural patient.

Also present at the open-
ing were Health Minister
Datuk Lee Kim Sai, Deputy
Health Minister Datuk
Farid Ariffin and Health Di-
rector-General Datuk Dr
Abu Bakar Suleiman.

More than 200 people, in
eluding private doctors and
those in public and private
medical and health care, are
participating in the confer-
ence. ---

An exhibition of the latest
medical equipment .and
products is being held in
conjunction with the confer-
ence.
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