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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - 
Prime Minister Dat,ukSerJ 
Dr Mahathir Moharn.id to- 
night hnrffcSeIfXe new 
model of the national car - 
the Proton Wira - describ- 
ing it as a success and proof 
that Malaysia is ca able of 

R. penetrating the sop isticat- 
ed automotive industry. 

He said the new model 
was also proof of the coun- 
try’s ability to move into 
sophisticated technology 
through the process of care- 
ful planning, research and 
development, and engineer- 
ing expertise from the local 
workforce at Proton. 

At the launching at the 
Putra World Trade Centre 
here, Dr Mahathir said the 
new model was the result of 
a lot of hard work initiated 
4% years ago. The launch 
E. ,cc2ried live over RTM 

He said the Proton Wira 
was more aerodynamic and 
had modern characteristics. 
It was also more sophisticat- 
ed and equipped with addi- 
tional safety features for 
passengers. 

“I am sure the Proton 
Wira is top value for money. 
and will be viewed favoura- 
bly internationally among 
cars of similar class.” 

Dr Mahathir said the Gov- 

%z;:: :aa: hlz3ya%~?J!~ 
much success. 

Currently, over 100 com- 
panies were involved in the 
manufacture and supply of 
more than 1,200 components 
of the car, he said, adding 
that the local content in the 
car had gone up to 80 per 
cent. 

The introduction of the 
new model would also si- 
lence critics who doubted 
the ability of Malaysians to 
ac uire skills associated 
wi$ high technology, he 

Dr Mahathir said the Pro- 
ton Wira was the product of 
Mala siandcr‘e~ea;ty:T+s 
searc g 

means that part of-the Gov- 
ernments objective to in- 
crease local capability in en- 
gineering, including 

reduction engineering, has 
%e en achieved. 

“But Proton needs to in- 
tensify its research and de- 
velopment efforts to ensure 
that the national car’s per- 
formance rema& competi- 
tive in the international 
.market. 

“Proton also needs to con- 
tinue to make cosmetic 
changes to its models, and 
when necessary, create new 
ones to provide satisfaction 
to customers whose tastes 
are always changing. 

“Proton’s international 
success is well-known, espe- 
cially after winning six gold 
awards in the United King- 
dom. In the effort to enter 
new markets, the introduc- 
tion of a left-hand drive 
model _ could be of some 
help.” 

Dr Mahathir said the suc- 
cess of any business enter- 
prise depended on its after 
sales service. Customer con- 
fidence in any product 
would partly depend on 
this! together with relevant 
advice, guidance and re- 
pairs when needed. 

“In the automotive indus- 
try, after-sales service is 
very important. In this re- 
gard,. the national car’s ma- 
jor distributor, Edaran Oto- 
mobil Nasional (EON), must 
ensure reliable and good af- 
ter sales service.” 

There are now more than 
400,090 Proton cars on the 
road. The Prime Minister 
said this opened a new pos- 
sibility for the motor trade 
- that of reconditioned 
cars. 

He said the birth of the 
reconditioned car industry 
would not only make cars 
retain their quality, but cre- 
ate the possibility of an ex- 
port market if their prices 
were reasonable. 

He said that although Pro- 
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60,006 to 120,000 units a year, 
the interest shown by some 
countries which have yet to 
import the national car, 

I% 
ave hope that an even 
lgher capacity was needed. 
“I hope Proton will give 

serious attention to exports 
and prepare itself towards 
this end. With increased vol- 

22 lZ%3K%$?K 
accompanying supportive 
Industry will also grow rap- 

~~a%&#&@83 be 
a le to supply components 
to the automotive industry 
in other countries.” 

At the launch, a glittering 
ceremony complete with la- 
ser lights and models 
dressed in futuristic cos- 
tumes, the Proton Wira, 
namely the 1.5GL manual, 
1.5GL automatic and 1.6XLi 
automatic models, were un- 
veiled by Dr Mahathir. 

Guests were also enter- 
tained by US group The 
Platters. 

The highlight of the 
launch was the auction of 
the three cars, the proceeds 
of which went to the Associ- 
ation of Wives of Ministers 
and De 
ti) for c &l. 

uty Ministers (Bak- 
my. 

The highest bidder for the 
1.6XLi version was Genting 
Berhad chairman Tan Sri 
LIZ~$;~, Tong who paid 

The other cars were auc- 
tioned to Abdul Ghani Yu- 
sof, who is director of Ster- 
ling Resources Sdn Bhd, and 
Johan Foo, the executive di- 
rector of Rashid Hussein 
Bhd. 

Ghani paid $l50#06 for 
the 1.5GL automatic while 

’ Foo paid $145,606 for the 
manual model. 

The cheques were re- 
ceived by the Prime Minis- 
ter’s wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti 
Hasmah Mohamed Ali, who 
heads Bakti. 

The chairman of Proton 
and EON, Tan Sri Jamil 
Mohd Jan, in his welcoming 
speech, said the Proton 
Wira was a result of the 
manufacturer’s continued 
efforts and commitment to 
aco@re new technology in 
the dynamic and highly 
competitive automotive in- 
dustry. 

“It is through our compre- 
hensive research and devel- 
opment progrzmmes and 
product and manufacturing 

( excellence, that we are able 
to develon a new car that is 
technologically on par, in 
terms of design and quality, 
with cars produced by de- 
veloped nations.” 

He said it was competi- 
tively priced to ensure it 
was within the reach of all 
Malaysians. 

Describing the national 
car as a runaway success, 
Jamil said it was a matter of 

! 
ride that it was compara- 
le in quality with other in- 

ternational makes. 
“This is reflected in its 

success in clinching six 
awards at international 
shows.” 

He added that the new car 
possessed good safety fea- 
tures, was spaciou;h;tni 
aerodynamic, addi 
was environment n!. riendly 
and had avoided the use of 
asbestos while use of chloro- 
!$;or;frbon (CFC) was 

Also present were Mitsu- 
bishi Motors Corporation 
president Dr H. Nakamura 
and Proton managing direc- 
tor Mr Mitsuo Hattori. 
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