
estimated to increase by be- 

KUANTAN, Sat. - Malay- palm oil industry must be 
sia’s dynamic prospects are upgraded at all levels of pro- 
not only a ,blessbg but a duction from plantingto the 
challenge that must be end-products. He said the industrial 
faced wisely and with deter- 
mination, Datuk Serf Dr 

He reminded those in the’,” growth was also clearly 

sector Ylat although’ this 
Mahathir Mohamad @Eor was not simple, it was not 
Oav. 

The Prime Minister said 
that being a developi 
country, Malaysia shoul ?I 
not behave like a developed 
one. 

It must therefore use its 
comparative advanta es 
and not allow itself be 1 .Jl u- 
enced by instigations from 
competitors who might 
want to see an increase in 
the country’s production 
costs. 

He said this when launch- 
ing the RM330 million FPG 
Oleochemicals Sdn Bhd 
plant in Tanjung Gelang, 
about 25km from here. 

The project is a joint ven- 
ture between the Felda Mills 
Corporation and Procter, & 
Gamble from the United 
States. 

Felda Mills through the 
Felda Group is the world’s 
largest producer and-proces- 
sor of palm and palm kernel 
oil. Procter & Gamble is one 
of the world’s biggest manu- 
fa$frers of household prod- 

im 
+” 

ssible. _ 
o achieve this, higher 

levels of investment in hu- 

seen from the increase in 
the use of alm time1 oil 
by the oleoc R emical sector. 

-Dr Mahathir said another 
ptive growth )vhich bene- 
lted vegetable oil Droducers 

was the increasing use of 
natural oil by the oleoche- 
mical industry throughout 
the world. 

The increase in the use of 
palm oil by the oleochemi- 
cals industry is an indica- 
tion of the versatilit 

.i 
in the 

use of this oil as cdl le and 
non-edible products. 

The healthy growth in the 
use of the oil is also sup- 
ported by the encouraging 
demand from traditional 
and non-traditional buyers, 
who at one time were see ti- 
cal over its effects on he a? th. 

Dr Mahathir said al- 
though Malaysia was glad 
to see its palm oil industry 
in a very healthy position, 
this was not the time for 
those involved to be compla- 
cent. 

“In fact, the best time to 
prepare ourselves a ainst 
any eventuality is l! uring 
prosperous times.” 

The oil and fats sectors 
are the most competitive 
business ventures and need 
pr;it;ts of the highest 

man resources are re uired 
to produce trained st zz f and 
scientists who can plan and 
ovdrcome problems in the 
production and marketing 
aspects. 

Because of the shortage of 
workers in the estates, it is 
necessary for the planta- 
tion sector to up 
use of machines or activi- P 

ade the 

ties_ which need a lot of 
workers 

“This is a critical Droblem 
which needs to be overcome 
by the p+m oil industry to 
ensure it is always. healihy, 
ac;ve and competitive, he 

The Government will con- 
tinue to create a conducive 
atmosphere to encoura e 
economic growth z towar s 
industrialisation. 

Dr Mahathir said the oleo- 
chemicals industry had 
been identified as having a 
bright future under the Ma- 
laysian industrialisation 
master plan. 

He said this was proven 
from its rapid growth rate 
though it only began to de- 
velo 
the ecade. ! 

during the first half of 

As a result, Malaysia has 
become one of the most 
known oleoche.mical pro- 
po;;rg countries in the 

Its production capacity is 
ewected to touch 1.3 mil- 
lion tonnes next year. The 
country’s production now is 

had now become 
more aware of the impor- 
tance of physical health and 
the environment. 

“As a result, more con- 
sumers in developed and de- 
veloping countries have 
started to substitute animal 
fats for cholesterol-free veg- 
etable oil.” 

Present at the event were 
Defence Minister Datuk Seri 
Najib Tun Razak; Culture, 
Arts and Tourism Minister 
Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik. 
and Menteri Besar Tan Sri 
Khalil Yaakob. 

Also present were Felda’s 
oup chairman Raja Tan 

!?, rr Muhammad Alias Raja 
Mohd Ah and grou vice- 

resident of Procter 
% 

g Gam- 
le Allen Lafley. 
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