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DqM tells Irdtind: Let’s’wqk 
togetQp~~~p$eep markets open 

d f By Vijayan Mena; 
and Juhaidi 
Yean Abdullah 
KLJALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - 
Malaysia and Ireland should 
work together and strive to 
wards ensuring that trade 
markets remain open, 
Prime Minister Dattik Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
today. 

He said this was impor- 
tant because the two coun- 
tries, being small, were 
heavily dependent on trade. 

“The importance of our 
co-operation must be seen 

huge markets with which 
our two countries are re- 
spectively connected. As 
small countries are heavily 
dependent on, trade, we 
should work together to en- 
sure that these markets re 
m$$$n[;;pker in 

honour of visiting Irish 
Prime Minister Albert Reyn- 
olds at Sri Perdana here, Dr 
Mahathir said regionahsm 
had thrived in the uncer- 
tainties which clouded in- 
ternational trade. Reynolds 
arrived today for a fourday 
official visit. 

He noted that the Europe- 
an Community, of which 
Ireland is a member, was in 
the process of implementing 
the Single European Mar- 
ket. Asean, on the other 
hand, would develop into an 
integrated market through 
the proposed Asean Free 
Trade Area (AFTA). 

The Prime Minister 
stressed that there was 
nothing intrinsically wrong 

In this respect, he said, 
the success of the Uruguay 
Round of the General Agree 
ment on Trade and Tariffs 
(GATT) was crucial as it 
~~~d$s&~&th&I$$~s 

failure would encourage re 
gional groupings to develop 
a fortress mentality. 

could’ contribute towards 
’ the goal of an open global 

trading system, he added. 

On the East Asia Econom- 
ic Caucus (EAJX),~ Dr Ma- 
hathir said the mam objec- 
tive for its formation was to 
allow the dynamic East 
Asian economies a greater 
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say in multilateral trade ne- 
g$i&ons and decision- 

$I; 
which at the mo- 

ment t e individual states 
did not have. 

As a loose consultative fo- 
rum, he said, the EAEC 
would allow East Asian 
countries to speak with one 
voice in their common inter- 
est, that is, to ensure that 
international trade re- 
mained unfettered. 

“The forum will also al- 
low greater co-ordination 
between the East Asian 
states where mutual help in 
the form of cross-invest- 
ments has stimulated 
growth.” 

Dr Mahathis noted that 
intra-regional trade in East 
Asia had reached a remark- 
able level of 42 per cent of 
the region’s total trade. This 
further reflected the signifi- 
cant free flow of capital be- 
tween the East Asian ecoho- 
mies which has stoked 
re ‘onal dynamism. 

&li s was achieved despite 
the lack of formal arrange- 
ments between the East 
Asian countries, he added. 

“If the achievements of 
the East Asian-nations are 
anything to 

f 
o by, their 

views on word trade and 
economic development 
must be worth listening to 
and respected. 

“Effectively. silencing 
them by dividing them into 
ineffective non-entities 
helps _no one. As Ireland _ 

I 

gainecl by being with the economic co-operation and 
countries,.,,inc,rease theexjsting under- 

will not bb 
benefit of a 

sfar@ng th countries had 
in the fiel of education. V 

col!ectie voice;” . _.. - _ He said Irish_in~stments 

Abdullah also said Dr Ma- 
hathir hoped Ireland would 
import more Proton Saga 
cars as only a few had been 
marketed there. due i to -the 
EC quota. I 

“They have agreed to 
Un bik&t@ral relations, Dr herewere minimal and the 

Mahath- that 
solve this ptoblemto enable 

conr,_+&nme of trad&ms in Ma-..,!!xncrre:of,th~~a~~~ to 
tacts between the two coun- laysia’s favour. Tolal trade be imported as Ireland does 

With the reciprocal visit 
by his Irish counterpart.Dr 
Mahcthir said both coun- 
tries should now build on 
the momentum in order to 
maximise the results of the 
exchange of visits. 

“As our countries have 
open economies, the grow- 
in&interaction between our 
entrepreneurs bodes well 
for the rapid development of 
trade and investment be- 
tween Ireland and Malaysia. 
We in the Government must 
be fully su portive of this.” 

He adde B that bolh coun- 
tries should know the oth- 
er’s potential better. In 
titular, he said, bilatera P 

ar- 
co- 

operatron should focus on 
the services sector. Since 
Ireland had made much pro- 
gress, it could contribute to 
Malaysia’s own develop- 
ment in this sector. Both 
countries could also work 
together to take advantage 
of 0 portunities in this area 
in t l.? ird countries, he added. 

Dr Mahathir said Malay- 
sia was also interested to 
learn from Ireland which 
paev$o 

% g 

ed sophisticated 
etween its re- 

searc and development 
and the universities and the, 
manufacturing sector. 

He also s ested that Ire-’ 
land use M ?8 aysia as the 
base for its speciahsed ser-’ 
vices to penetratdinto this 
regi on. 

M eanwhile, Foreign Min- 
ister Datuk , Abdullah Ah- 
mad Badawi said both coun- 
tries would step up bilateral 

At a Press confeience at 
the Prime Minister’s De- 
par tment! he said i both 
Prime Ministers had fruitful 
discussions, addin that the 
decisions, taken y 6 them 
would pave the way for 
greater development and 
economic co-operation. . 

Abdullah said besides reg 
istering a greater volume of 
trade, it was also dec’ded 
that there should be co-o b er- 
ation in the field of aviation 
and tourism. He said exist- 
itrg co-operation in the field 
of education would also!be 
enhanced by having twin- 
ning programmes between 
the hrgher mstrtutions of 
lea;;m$g in Malaysia and 

“Ireland has $1 long pib- 
vided medical education for 
Malaysian students. They 
have agreed to Extend this 
to business, management 
and other professional 
courses.” 

Abdullah said Irish busiA 
nessmen would be encour- 
aged to relocate their indus- 
tries here to take advantage , 
of the cheap labour while’ 
Malaysian businessmen ’ 
could establish factories in 
Ireland so that the products 
would have access to Euro- 
pean Community markets. 

Efforts would alsobe made 
to promote Malaysia among 
the Irish and capitalise on 
the strong Irish pound which 
would make the corntry a 
cheap destination. 

’ At the Square, Reynolds 
inspected a guard-of-honour 
comprising three. officers 

i and 103 other ranks from 
’ the 1st battalion 

al Malay Regim g 
*the Roy-! 
t, *under 

the command 6f Mejar 
:, Noozrin Mohamed Noor. 

Dr Mahathir then intro- 
duced Cabinet Ministers, se- 
nior Government leaders 
and foreign dignitties who 
atte”r”,” the function to 

R%z 
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i;!;l_% :Irh%I-9ime Minister 
then roceeded to Carcosa 
Seri .I! egara;i after which he 
was granted an audience 
with the Yang di-Pertuan 
Agong Sultan Azlan Shah at 
theIstanaNegara. ’ 

tries had noticeably in- between the two countries 
creased, especially between 

not produce its own automo- 
in 1991 was about RM250 biles.” 

the.private sectors, since his million, an increase of about He said Dr Mahathit had 
g;t to Ireland last Septem- 17 pf~~oetr~.from the previ- 

ous year. 
also voiced his regret: over 

, ’ 
the European countries’ in- 

(8 

/ I 
ability to solve ‘the Bosnian’ 
conflict. 

“‘Dr Mahathir made it’ 
clear that MalaysiaY urgen- Bi 
cr; in warning an end to the 
conflict is n&t because M us- 
lims are the victims but that 
the country has alwabs con- 
demned oppression such as 
the:Pol Pot’s regime in Cam- 
bodia or a 

!ia 
rtheid.” 

Abdulla said Reynolds 
had given’ the ass rance 
that he would bring f: r Ma- 
hathir’s viewson the matter 
to the attention of his Euro- 
pean counterparts. ; 

Reynolds, accomp nied 
by his wife, E er an son 
Albert Reynol 

&r 4 
Jr, is e&l- 

ing a 51-member delega iop, 
which includes busidess- 
men and corporate lead rs., 

Also in the delega ion t* 
were Minister of Trade bn.d 
Tourism Charles McCreevy, 
head of the International’Di- 
vision in the Prime Mims- 
ter’s Office Walter Kirwan 

welcomed by Dr Mahathir 

Ariffin! I 
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